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Description automatically generated]The Gift of Grace Lutheran Congregation at Prayer
A guide for Daily Meditation and Prayer
For the Week of the 23rd Sunday after Pentecost
November 16 through November 22
Looking ahead to Christ the King Sunday on 11/23

 1	Invocation  make the sign of the cross and say…
	In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.


 2	The Apostles’ Creed

	I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth.
	And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God, the Father Almighty. From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
	I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen .
 3	The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven,
   hallowed be thy name,
   thy kingdom come,
   thy will be done,
      on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
   as we forgive those
      who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
   but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
   and the power, and the glory,
   forever and ever. Amen.



 4	Morning or Evening Prayer


Morning. I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that You have kept me this night from all harm and danger; and I pray that You would keep me this day also from sin and every evil, that all my doings and life may please You. For into Your hands I commend myself, my body and soul, and all things. Let Your holy angel be with me, that the evil foe may have no power over me. Amen.
Evening. I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that You have graciously kept me this day; and I pray that You would forgive me all my sins where I have done wrong, and graciously keep me this night. For into Your hands I commend myself, my body and soul, and all things. Let Your holy angel be with me, that the evil foe may have no power over me. Amen.



 5		Mealtime Blessing and then afterwards Returning Thanks


Blessing before meal
“The eyes of all look to You, [O LORD,] and You give them their food at the proper time. You open Your hand and satisfy the desires of every living thing.” (Ps. 145: 15–16)
Lord God, heavenly Father, bless us and these Your gifts which we receive from Your bountiful goodness, through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.





Returning Thanks after meal
“Give thanks to the LORD, for He is good. His love endures forever. [He] gives food to every creature. He provides food for the cattle and for the young ravens when they call. His pleasure is not in the strength of the horse, nor His delight in the legs of a man; the LORD delights in those who fear Him, who put their hope in His unfailing love.” (Ps. 136:1, 25; 147:9–11)
We thank You, Lord God, heavenly Father, for all Your benefits, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit forever and ever. Amen


 6		Pray the Psalms

	General
Wk 4
	Sunday
	Monday
	Tuesday
	Wednesday
	Thursday
	Friday
	Saturday

	Morning
	108, 150
	62, 145
	12, 146
	96, 147:1-11
	116, 147:12-20
	84, 148
	63, 149

	Evening
	66, 23
	73, 9
	36, 7
	132, 134
	26, 130
	25, 40
	138, 98



 7		Verse for Upcoming Sunday:  Luke 23:43

Alleluia. Truly, I say to you, today you will be with me in Paradise. Alleluia.

 8		Daily Lectionary Readings

Sunday	Jeremiah 39:11—40:6; Acts 16:6-15; Luke 10:1-20

Monday	Jeremiah 44:1-14; 1 Corinthians 15:30-41; Matthew 11:16-24

Tuesday	Lamentations 1:1-12; 1 Corinthians 15:41-50; Matthew 11:25-30

Wednesday	Lamentations 2:8-15; 1 Corinthians 15:51-58; Matthew 12:1-14

Thursday	Ezra 1:1-11; 1 Corinthians 16:1-9; Matthew 12:15-21

Friday	Ezra 3:1-13; 1 Corinthians 16:10-24; Matthew 12:22-32

Saturday	Ezra 4:7-24; Philemon 1-25; Matthew 12:33-42

 9		The Collect for Upcoming Sunday

Christ the King Sunday  Lord Jesus Christ, You reign among us by the preaching of Your cross. Forgive Your people their offenses that we, being governed by Your bountiful goodness, may enter at last into Your eternal paradise; for You live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

10	Catechism Portion for the Week

The Third Article (Part 2) of the Apostles’ Creed – When we read the description of the Church in Acts 2:42-47 we will note a number of instructive elements. Those who had just been baptized devoted themselves to the apostle’s teaching and fellowship, to the breaking of the bread and the prayers. This is the Holy Spirit’s work to gather believers together to hear the preaching of the Gospel, to share in the Lord’s Supper, and to do so in the context of the prayers of the Church. We continue to read of the common life shared by believers and the desire to gather together often. God did not create us to live in isolation from one another, but as he calls us to faith in his Son, we are joined to Christ as various members of Christ’s body, the Church. It is within the context of Christ’s Church that we continue to receive the forgiveness of sins that we desperately need in order to have life and salvation.

11	Portion of the Catechism and Luther’s Explanation

The Third Article
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

What does this mean?
I believe that I cannot by my own reason or strength believe in Jesus Christ, my Lord, or come to Him; but the Holy Spirit has called me by the Gospel, enlightened me with His gifts, sanctified and kept me in the true faith.
In the same way He calls, gathers, enlightens, and sanctifies the whole Christian church on earth, and keeps it with Jesus Christ in the one true faith. In this Christian church He daily and richly forgives all my sins and the sins of all believers.
On the Last Day He will raise me and all the dead, and give eternal life to me and all believers in Christ. This is most certainly true.

12	Prayer Based on the Portion of the Catechism

Prayer based on the Third Article (Part 2) of the Apostles’ Creed - Holy Father, by your Spirit you brought me to faith in your Son and made me a member of his Body, the Church. I thank you that you daily and richly forgive my many sins, giving me comfort and peace in this life and a certain hope for the life to come. Give me joy in the promise you made to me in Baptism and a ready heart to hear and keep your Word; through Jesus Christ, my Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.  [from Luther’s Small Catechism: with explanation; Concordia Pub, pg. 221]

13	Intercessory Prayer

· 
· For Lee Fehr recovering from a heart attack.
· For Madison Mallen (granddaughter of Connie Meunier’s cousin with liver cancer)
· For Fred Rick with Sciatic Stenosis
· For Sophie Wagg that she has a healthy pregnancy and delivery.



14	Upcoming Sunday Lessons and Selected Hymn

For November 23, 2025, Christ the King Sunday:  Malachi 3:13-18 “Once more you shall see the distinction between the righteous and the wicked.”;  Psalm 46 “God is our refuge and strength.”;  Colossians 1:13-20 “He is before all things.”;  Luke 23:27-43 “If You are the King of the Jews, save Yourself.”



348 The King Shall Come When Morning Dawns  stnz 1 	The King shall come when morning dawns And light triumphant breaks, When beauty gilds the eastern hills And life to joy awakes.  stnz 2 Not as of old a little child, To bear and fight and die, But crowned with glory like the sun That lights the morning sky.  stnz 3 Oh, brighter than the rising morn When Christ, victorious, rose And left the lonesome place of death Despite the rage of foes.  stnz 4 Oh, brighter than that glorious morn Shall dawn upon our race The day when Christ in splendor comes And we shall see His face.  stnz 5 The King shall come when morning dawns And light and beauty brings. Hail, Christ the Lord! Your people pray: Come quickly, King of kings! Text: John Brownlie, 1859–1925, alt. Text: Public domain
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