	The Voice of the Untamed God
Promise: we can come to Christ reverently knowing that He is merciful
Pastor Timothy A. Duesenberg
Exodus 24:8-18; Psalm 2:6-12; 2 Peter 1:16-21; Matthew 17:1-9
(Transfiguration of Our Lord), 2/15/26
When the disciples heard [the voice from the cloud], they fell on their faces and were terrified. – v. 6
Lead In – When it comes to animals, there are domestic animals and there are wild animals. The domestic can be tamed, are reliable, and are safe. The wild not so much. You don’t saddle a lion, fit him with bit and bridle, and then ride him around. If we take Scripture seriously, we will quickly discover that the Lord God is not a tame god, despite how much we try to domesticate Him in the churches of our day…
I. The Transfiguration Theophany Terrifies the Disciples
A. The disciples are clearly not in control of this event…
B. Various theophanies have this in common…
C. The voice from the cloud especially stands out…
II. Jesus’ Identity Stands Out in This Theophany
A. The question Jesus asked in the disciples in Mt. 16…
B. The three now hear what John the Baptist had heard…
C. Listen to Him. Strap on your seatbelts…
III. C.S. Lewis’ Choice in Portraying Christ As a Lion
A. The king of the beasts, at the top of the food chain…
B. Prefigured in OT as “the lion of the tribe of Judah”…
C. Concerning Aslan being safe in the Chronicles…
Final Word – Christ our Lord is no Genie in a bottle or Aladin’s magic lamp. He is not at our beck and call. In short, He is not a tame god! As utterly dependent creatures, let alone rebellious sinful human beings, we have good reason to be terrified in His presence. We might have preferred a safe, benign, grandfatherly, deity who just wants “a good time” to be “had by all.” But thanks be to the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, we were sent the Father’s incarnate Son to conquer the devil on the Cross, to atone for our sins, and to give us eternal life with an inheritance in His Kingdom. But we come to Him on His terms, not our own. Such terms involve repentance, faith, and listening to His voice. Amen.
Theophany: a visible, tangible manifestation or appearance of God to humans, often involving sensory experiences like fire, clouds, thunder, or even a human-like form. (Theophany is more specific than the word ‘Epiphany’ which simply means ‘manifestation’.
Ge 3:8 And they heard the sound of the Lord God walking in the garden in the cool of the day, and the man and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the Lord God among the trees of the garden.
Ex 3:2-6 And the angel of the Lord appeared to [Moses] in a flame of fire out of the midst of a bush. He looked, and behold, the bush was burning, yet it was not consumed. … When the Lord saw that he turned aside to see, God called to him out of the bush, … “Do not come near; take your sandals off your feet, for the place on which you are standing is holy ground.” …And Moses hid his face, for he was afraid to look at God.
Ex 19:18 Now Mount Sinai was wrapped in smoke because the Lord had descended on it in fire. The smoke of it went up like the smoke of a kiln, and the whole mountain trembled greatly.
Ex 24:17 Now the appearance of the glory of the Lord was like a devouring fire on the top of the mountain in the sight of the people of Israel.

	[bookmark: 12]Matthew 17:1-9  ESV
The Transfiguration
	1After six days Jesus took with him Peter and James, and John his brother, and led them up a high mountain by themselves. 2And he was transfigured before them, and his face shone like the sun, and his clothes became white as light. 3And behold, there appeared to them Moses and Elijah, talking with him. 4And Peter said to Jesus, “Lord, it is good that we are here. If you wish, I will make three tents here, one for you and one for Moses and one for Elijah.” 5He was still speaking when, behold, a bright cloud overshadowed them, and a voice from the cloud said, “This is my beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased; listen to him.” 6When the disciples heard this, they fell on their faces and were terrified. 7But Jesus came and touched them, saying, “Rise, and have no fear.” 8And when they lifted up their eyes, they saw no one but Jesus only.
	9And as they were coming down the mountain, Jesus commanded them, “Tell no one the vision, until the Son of Man is raised from the dead.”
Is 6:4-5 And the foundations of the thresholds shook at the voice of him who called, and the house was filled with smoke. And I said: “Woe is me! For I am lost; for I am a man of unclean lips, and I dwell in the midst of a people of unclean lips; for my eyes have seen the King, the Lord of hosts!”
Mt 16:13 Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, “Who do people say that the Son of Man is?”
Mt 16:16  Simon Peter replied, “You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.”
Mt 3:16-17 And when Jesus was baptized, immediately he went up from the water, and behold, the heavens were opened to him, and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and coming to rest on him; and behold, a voice from heaven said, “This is my beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased.”
M6:16:24-25 Then Jesus told his disciples, “If anyone would come after me, let him deny himself and take up his cross and follow me. For whoever would save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for my sake will find it.
Ge 49:8-10 “Judah, your brothers shall praise you; your hand shall be on the neck of your enemies; your father's sons shall bow down before you. Judah is a lion's cub; from the prey, my son, you have gone up. He stooped down; he crouched as a lion and as a lioness; who dares rouse him? The scepter shall not depart from Judah, nor the ruler's staff from between his feet, until tribute comes to him; and to him shall be the obedience of the peoples.
Re 5:5 And one of the elders said to me, “Weep no more; behold, the Lion of the tribe of Judah, the Root of David, has conquered, so that he can open the scroll and its seven seals.”
Ps 2:11-12 Serve the Lord with fear, and rejoice with trembling. Kiss the Son, lest he be angry, and you perish in the way, for his wrath is quickly kindled. Blessed are all who take refuge in him.
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Psalm	Psalm 2:6–12; antiphon: v. 6

6“As for me, I have | set my King*
	on Zion, my | holy hill.”
7I will tell of | the decree:*
	The LORD said to me, “You are my Son;
	today I have be- | gotten you.
8Ask of me, and I will make the nations your | heritage,*
	and the ends of the earth your pos- | session.
9You shall break them with a | rod of iron*
	and dash them in pieces like a potter’s | vessel.”
10Now therefore, O | kings, be wise;*
	be warned, O rulers | of the earth.
11Serve the | LORD with fear,*
	and rejoice with | trembling.
12Kiss the Son,
lest he be angry, and you perish in the way,
for his wrath is quickly | kindled.*
	Blessèd are all who take ref- | uge in him.
 


Psalm	Psalm 2:6–12; antiphon: v. 6

6“As for me, I have | set my King*
	on Zion, my | holy hill.”
7I will tell of | the decree:*
	The LORD said to me, “You are my Son;
	today I have be- | gotten you.
8Ask of me, and I will make the nations your | heritage,*
	and the ends of the earth your pos- | session.
9You shall break them with a | rod of iron*
	and dash them in pieces like a potter’s | vessel.”
10Now therefore, O | kings, be wise;*
	be warned, O rulers | of the earth.
11Serve the | LORD with fear,*
	and rejoice with | trembling.
12Kiss the Son,
lest he be angry, and you perish in the way,
for his wrath is quickly | kindled.*
	Blessèd are all who take ref- | uge in him.
 


