The Spirit Calls And Enlightens

Promise: we have been given the Holy Spirit to help us believe unto Life
Pastor Timothy A. Duesenberg
Isaiah 58:3-9a; Psalm 112:1-9; 1 Cor 2:1-12; Matthew 5:13-20
(5t Sunday after the Epiphany, 2/9/20)
Now we have received not the spirit of the world, but the Spirit
who is from God, that we might understand the things freely given
us by God. —v. 12

Lead In — The words, “inspired” and “inspiration”, are
interesting words. We use them all the time. “The painting
was a real inspiration to me.” Or, “| don’t know what in-
spired them, but they came out a different team in the
second half.” But have you ever thought of yourself as
being inspired? You are! But do you know how, and to
what end?

l.  You Are Literally Inspired by the Holy Spirit
A. The birth from above in Holy Baptism...
B. The washing of regeneration and renewal...
C. God has sent the Spirit into our hearts...

Il. Wisdom Is Imparted, Not Discovered Within
A. The indwelling does not spell looking within!
B. Paul came in speech and message...
C. Holy Spirit not separate from Word...

lll. 3 Article of the Creed and Luther’s Explanation
A. We are called through the Gospel...
B. We are enlightened with His gifts...
C. We come to the Father through and then by...

Parting Shot — Now the Holy Spirit endows each of us
with various gifts so that together we can manifest the
Light of Christ to others. This is how we are “salt” and
“light” to all the earth. And we all have been inspired and
gifted! Don’t be hoodwinked by the spectacular! As | state
this morning in my Pastor’s report... What matters is that
we are called and enlightened because we are inspired!

Jn 3:5 Jesus answered, “Truly, truly, | say to you, unless one is
born of water and the Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of God.
Tit 3:5 he saved us, not because of works done by us in righteous-

ness, but according to his own mercy, by the washing of regenera-
tion and renewal of the Holy Spirit.

Gal 4:6 And because you are sons, God has sent the Spirit of his
Son into our hearts, crying, “Abbal! Father!” (cf. Gal 3:26-27)

Rom 8:9 You, however, are not in the flesh but in the Spirit, if in
fact the Spirit of God dwells in you. Anyone who does not have the
Spirit of Christ does not belong to him.

2 Tim 3:16 All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for
teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in righteous-
ness.

2 Pet 1:20-21 No prophecy of Scripture comes from someone’s
own interpretation. For no prophecy was ever produced by the will
of man, but men spoke from God as they were carried along by the
Holy Spirit.

1 Corinthians 2:1-12 esv
Wisdom from the Spirit

'And |, when | came to you, brothers, did
not come proclaiming to you the testimony
of God with lofty speech or wisdom. 2For |
decided to know nothing among you except
Jesus Christ and him crucified. 3And | was
with you in weakness and in fear and much
trembling, “and my speech and my mes-
sage were not in plausible words of wis-
dom, but in demonstration of the Spirit and
of power, Sthat your faith might not rest in
the wisdom of men but in the power of
God.

6Yet among the mature we do impart
wisdom, although it is not a wisdom of this
age or of the rulers of this age, who are
doomed to pass away. 7But we impart a
secret and hidden wisdom of God, which
God decreed before the ages for our glory.
8None of the rulers of this age understood
this, for if they had, they would not have
crucified the Lord of glory. °But, as it is
written, “What no eye has seen, nor ear
heard, nor the heart of man imagined, what
God has prepared for those who love
him’— 1%these things God has revealed to
us through the Spirit. For the Spirit search-
es everything, even the depths of God.
"For who knows a person’s thoughts ex-
cept the spirit of that person, which is in
him? So also no one comprehends the
thoughts of God except the Spirit of God.
2Now we have received not the spirit of
the world, but the Spirit who is from God,
that we might understand the things freely
given us by God.

| believe that | cannot by my own understanding or
effort believe in Jesus Christ my Lord, or come to
him. But the Holy Spirit has called me through the
Gospel, enlightened me with his gifts, and sancti-
fied and kept me in true faith. — Expl to Third
Article of the Creed.

Rom 10:14b-15a How are they to believe in him
of whom they have never heard? And how are
they to hear without someone preaching? And
how are they to preach unless they are sent?

1 Cor 12:4 Now there are varieties of gifts, but the
same Spirit;
1 Cor 12:11 All these are empowered by one and

the same Spirit, who apportions to each one
individually as he wills.
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