	The Reception of God’s Word
Promise: God is able to bring to completion His good work begun in us
Pastor Timothy A. Duesenberg
Isa 55:10-13; Psa 65:9-13; Rom 8:12-17; Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23
(Seventh Sunday after Pentecost, Pr. 10), 7/12/26
Other seeds fell on good soil and produced grain, some a hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty. He who has ears, let him hear. – v. 8-9
Lead In – The fruitful reception of God’s Word is the focus of the Parable of the Sower. The reception is compared to four soil types, only one of which results in a rich harvest. You might say that the Sower with His seed has only a ‘one in four chance’ of being fruitful. Or you might think of it more positively and remark that despite the odds there will be an abundant harvest in the end. But any seeming failure is not because of a lack in the Sower, or in His seeds. It is instead due to the unresponsive soil, along with the opposition of the devil, the world, and our sinful nature.
I. Responses to Jesus in the Bible
A. The responses are varied and run the gamut…
B. Importance of meeting with faith in the hearer…
C. Enthusiastic beginnings that are not sustained…
II. Four Soil Types Corresponding to Our Ears and Hearts
A. No attempt to listen and read…
B. Shallow, all thrills with no discipline or study…
C. Lack of vigilance against distractions and threats…
D. Openness, depth, and vigilance…
III. The Good Farmer Does More Than Sow Seeds
A. He works up and prepares the soil…
B. He cultivates by watering, fertilizing, and weeding…
C. The soil does not do this, but is worked upon…
Final Word – There is a mystery to the way God works in and through us for our rescue from sin, death, and the devil; and our being made sons of God and inheritors of the Kingdom. We are not inanimate objects like a stump, stone, or soil. We can and do resist. We can try to go it alone despite the utter futility of the attempt. But when we who were dead in our trespasses are made alive by God’s grace, it is incumbent for us to lay down our arms and surrender to Christ. In humble surrender He will produce the fruit of His Word in us which is eternal life. And so we pray, Lord, make me good soil. Amen.
Re 3:16 So, because you are lukewarm, and neither hot nor cold, I will spit you out of my mouth.
He 4:2 For good news came to us just as to them; but the message which they heard did not benefit them, because it did not meet with faith in the hearers.
Mk 1:14-15 Now after John was arrested, Jesus came into Galilee, proclaiming the gospel of God, and saying, “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand; repent and believe in the gospel.”
Jn 12:24  Truly, truly, I say to you, unless a grain of wheat falls into the earth and dies, it remains alone; but if it dies, it bears much fruit.”


	[bookmark: 12]Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23  ESV
The Parable of the Sower
	1That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat beside the sea. 2And great crowds gathered about him, so that he got into a boat and sat down. And the whole crowd stood on the beach. 3And he told them many things in parables, saying: “A sower went out to sow. 4And as he sowed, some seeds fell along the path, and the birds came and devoured them. 5Other seeds fell on rocky ground, where they did not have much soil, and immediately they sprang up, since they had no depth of soil, 6but when the sun rose they were scorched. And since they had no root, they withered away. 7Other seeds fell among thorns, and the thorns grew up and choked them. 8Other seeds fell on good soil and produced grain, some a hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty. 9He who has ears, let him hear. . . .
	18“Hear then the parable of the sower: 19When anyone hears the word of the kingdom and does not understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away what has been sown in his heart. This is what was sown along the path. 20As for what was sown on rocky ground, this is the one who hears the word and immediately receives it with joy, 21yet he has no root in himself, but endures for a while, and when tribulation or persecution arises on account of the word, immediately he falls away. 22As for what was sown among thorns, this is the one who hears the word, but the cares of the world and the deceitfulness of riches choke the word, and it proves unfruitful. 23As for what was sown on good soil, this is the one who hears the word and understands it. He indeed bears fruit and yields, in one case a hundredfold, in another sixty, and in another thirty.”



Mt 28:19-20a Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you.
Mt 6:33 But seek first the kingdom of God and his righteousness, and all these things will be added to you.
Is 55:11 so shall my word be that goes out from my mouth; it shall not return to me empty, but it shall accomplish that which I purpose, and shall succeed in the thing for which I sent it.
Ph 1:6 And I am sure of this, that he who began a good work in you will bring it to completion at the day of Jesus Christ.
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Psalm	Psalm 65

1Praise is due to you, O God, in | Zion,*
	and to you shall vows | be performed.
2O you who | hears prayer,*
	to you shall | all flesh come.
3When iniquities prevail a- | gainst me,*
	you atone for our trans- | gressions.
4Blessèd is the one you choose and bring near,
to dwell | in your courts!*
	We shall be satisfied with the goodness of your house,
	the holiness of your | temple!
5By awesome deeds you answer us with righteousness,
O God of our sal- | vation,*
	the hope of all the ends of the earth
	and of the | farthest seas;
6the one who by his strength established the | mountains,*
	being girded | with might;
7who stills the roaring of the seas,
the roaring | of their waves,*
	the tumult of the | peoples,
8so that those who dwell at the ends of the earth
are in awe | at your signs.*
	You make the going out of the morning
	and the evening to | shout for joy.
9You visit the earth and water it;
you greatly enrich it;
the river of God is full of | water;*
	you provide their grain,
	for so you have pre- | pared it.
10You water its furrows abundantly,
settling its | ridges,*
	softening it with showers,
	and bless- | ing its growth.
11You crown the year with your | bounty;*
	your wagon tracks overflow with a- | bundance.
12The pastures of the wilderness | overflow,*
	the hills gird them- | selves with joy,
13the meadows clothe themselves with flocks,
	the valleys deck them- | selves with grain,*
	they shout and sing together | for joy.
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