	All Firstborn Males
Promise: Jesus’ obedience unto death wins our deliverance from death
Pastor Timothy A. Duesenberg
1 Samuel 1:21-28; Ps 84; Hebrews 2:14-18; Lk 4:16-30
(Presentation of Our Lord), 2/2/25)
[Mary and Joseph] brought [Jesus] up to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord (as it is written in the Law of the Lord, “Every male who first opens the womb shall be called holy to the Lord”). – vv 22-23
Lead In – February 2nd is forty days after the celebration of Jesus’ birth on December 25. And it was 40 days after His birth that Mary, the mother of our Lord, could be ritually purified after giving birth to a son. Joseph and Mary used this occasion to present their firstborn male to the Lord as required in the Law of the Lord. They also provided a pair of birds required for the sacrifice to redeem their son. Unlike the Prophet Samuel in our first reading, Jesus will not be left to be raised by the priests serving in the Temple.
I. What’s This All About with Firstborn Males?
A. Younger siblings’ appreciation with my explanation…
B. Modern sensibilities dislike seeming arbitrary choice…
C. BTW, Jacob, Judah, Joseph, and David not firstborn…
II. Great Significance of Firstborns in Salvation History
A. The Exodus is the archetype of salvation…
B. Bondage, deliverer, sacrifice, liberation, pilgrimage …
C. The blood of sacrificial lamb, and first born…
III. When Jesus Was Presented And Dedicated to the Lord
A. Temporarily redeemed, that He might redeem all…
B. His maleness assures redemption of men and women…
C. Crucifixion the climax of His life of obedience…
Final Word – Jesus’ life of obedience unto death certainly absolves our obedience to God in order to earn our salvation. And yet it is still important for us to obey God. We don’t merit God’s grace thereby, but we do have an opportunity by God’s grace to show our gratitude for God’s mercy, and to live our lives as God created and designed our lives to be lived. Jesus exemplifies what that life looks like. But even more than that, in assuming our humanity in His Incarnate birth, he weds our human nature to His Divine nature. We are wedded to His obedience. We are wedding to His dying and rising. And in Paul’s words we are raised up with our Lord and seated in the heavenly places (Ep 2:6). Faith receives these benefits. And by faith we present and dedicate ourselves in thanksgiving to God.

Ex 13:11-13 “When the Lord brings you into the land of the Canaanites, as he swore to you and your fathers, and shall give it to you,  you shall set apart to the Lord all that first opens the womb. All the firstborn of your animals that are males shall be the Lord’s.  Every firstborn of a donkey you shall redeem with a lamb, or if you will not redeem it you shall break its neck. Every firstborn of man among your sons you shall redeem.
Ex 1:22 Then Pharaoh commanded all his people, “Every son that is born to the Hebrews you shall cast into the Nile, but you shall let every daughter live.”
Ex 12:7 Then they shall take some of the blood [of the sacrificed and roasted lamb) and put it on the two doorposts and the lintel of the houses in which they eat it.
Ex 12:12-13 For I will pass through the land of Egypt that night, and I will strike all the firstborn in the land of Egypt, both man and beast. …The blood shall be a sign for you, on the houses where you are. And when I see the blood, I will pass over you … when I strike the land of Egypt.
	[bookmark: 12]Luke 2:22-32  ESV
Jesus Presented at the Temple
	22 And when the time came for their purification according to the Law of Moses, [Mary and Joseph] brought [Jesus] up to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord 23 (as it is written in the Law of the Lord, “Every male who first opens the womb shall be called holy to the Lord”) 24 and to offer a sacrifice according to what is said in the Law of the Lord, “a pair of turtledoves, or two young pigeons.” 25 Now there was a man in Jerusalem, whose name was Simeon, and this man was righteous and devout, waiting for the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit was upon him. 26 And it had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not see death before he had seen the Lord’s Christ. 27 And he came in the Spirit into the temple, and when the parents brought in the child Jesus, to do for him according to the custom of the Law, 28 he took him up in his arms and blessed God and said,
29	“Lord, now you are letting your servant
	depart in peace,
		according to your word;
30 	for my eyes have seen your salvation
31	that you have prepared
		in the presence of all peoples,
32 	a light for revelation to the Gentiles,
		and for glory to your people Israel.”
Ex 13:14-15 And when in time to come your son asks you, ‘What does this mean?’ you shall say to him, ‘By a strong hand the Lord brought us out of Egypt, from the house of slavery. For when Pharaoh stubbornly refused to let us go, the Lord killed all the firstborn in the land of Egypt, both the firstborn of man and the firstborn of animals. Therefore I sacrifice to the Lord all the males that first open the womb, but all the firstborn of my sons I redeem.
He 9:22 Indeed, under the law almost everything is purified with blood, and without the shedding of blood there is no forgiveness of sins.
He 10:11 And every priest stands daily at his service, offering repeatedly the same sacrifices, which can never take away sins.
He 10:12, 14 But when Christ had offered for all time a single sacrifice for sins, he sat down at the right hand of God. …  For by a single offering he has perfected for all time those who are being sanctified.
Ro 5:19 For as by the one man's disobedience the many were made sinners, so by the one man's obedience the many will be made righteous.
Ro 11:8 For man was not made from woman, but woman from man.
Ro 11:12 For as woman was made from man, so man is now born of woman.
Ep 2:4-6 But God, being rich in mercy, because of the great love with which he loved us, even when we were dead in our trespasses, made us alive together with Christ—by grace you have been saved— and raised us up with him and seated us with him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus.
Ph 2:8 He humbled himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross.



