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(4th Sunday after Pentecost, Pr. 6), 6/16/24)
For we know that if the tent that is our earthly home is destroyed, we have a building from God, a house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens. – v. 1
Lead In – I remember little slogans posted in the locker room while I was involved in High School Athletics. One read, “You can’t make the club in the tub.” Another read, “No pain, no gain.” Still another stated, “There is no ‘I’ in team.” And a final one I remember went, “Good, better, best, never let it rest, until your good is better, and your better best.” I would like to use that slogan for our Epistle Reading this morning, with one important qualification. It is God who makes us good. It is our Lord who makes us better. And it is He who brings us to the best…
I. What is the Good, Better, Best In the Reading?
A. The good is the tent that is our earthly home…
B. The better is being absent from the body and at home…
C. The best is to be furthered clothed, a building…
II. Our Attitude? Always Being of Good Courage
A. To serve God by serving others… God is with us!
B. To finally attain well needed rest and comfort…
C. “I can’t wait to get out of heaven!”
III. The Lord Makes All This Possible
A. For we must all appear before the judgment seat…
B. The believer remaining in belief, has already passed…
C. In thanksgiving always being of good courage…
[bookmark: BM55]Final Word – As one who enjoys backpacking, I can appreciate having a temporary shelter. But no matter how helpful a tent is and how good a sleeping system, you would never confuse it with a nice home with a comfortable bed. But there is a certain joy in being out in the field and enjoying an adventure. That said, it is always enjoyable to come in from the woods, enjoy a warm shower and a soft bed. But our houses are also temporal. And they will pale in comparison to our dwelling in the new heaven and earth. So be of good courage brothers and sisters. The good will get better, and the better best. Our Lord will see to it as He accompanies us every step along the way.
Ge 2:7 then the Lord God formed the man of dust from the ground and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life, and the man became a living creature.
1Th 5:23 Now may the God of peace himself sanctify you completely, and may your whole spirit and soul and body be kept blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.
Lk 23:42-43 And he said, “Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom.” 43 And he said to him, “Truly, I say to you, today you will be with me in paradise.”
Re 6:9-10 When he opened the fifth seal, I saw under the altar the souls of those who had been slain for the word of God and for the witness they had borne. 10 They cried out with a loud voice, “O Sovereign Lord, holy and true, how long before you will judge and avenge our blood on those who dwell on the earth?”
Ro 6:5 For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we shall certainly be united with him in a resurrection like his.
	[bookmark: 12]2 Corinthians 5:1-10  ESV
Our Heavenly Dwelling
	1 For we know that if the tent that is our earthly home is destroyed, we have a building from God, a house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens. 2 For in this tent we groan, longing to put on our heavenly dwelling, 3 if indeed by putting it on we may not be found naked. 4 For while we are still in this tent, we groan, being burdened—not that we would be unclothed, but that we would be further clothed, so that what is mortal may be swallowed up by life. 5 He who has prepared us for this very thing is God, who has given us the Spirit as a guarantee.
	6 So we are always of good courage. We know that while we are at home in the body we are away from the Lord, 7 for we walk by faith, not by sight. 8 Yes, we are of good courage, and we would rather be away from the body and at home with the Lord. 9 So whether we are at home or away, we make it our aim to please him. 10 For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, so that each one may receive what is due for what he has done in the body, whether good or evil.




Ph 1:22-24 If I am to live in the flesh, that means fruitful labor for me. Yet which I shall choose I cannot tell. 23 I am hard pressed between the two. My desire is to depart and be with Christ, for that is far better. 24 But to remain in the flesh is more necessary on your account.
Ro 12:1 I appeal to you therefore, brothers, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship.
Mt 28:20 “And behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age.”
Re 21:2 And I saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband
Re 21:1 Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away, and the sea was no more.
2Pe 3:13 But according to his promise we are waiting for new heavens and a new earth in which righteousness dwells.
Jn 5:24 Truly, truly, I say to you, whoever hears my word and believes him who sent me has eternal life. He does not come into judgment, but has passed from death to life.



