	Hope Amidst Tribulation
Promise: an increase in tribulation indicates Christ’s soon arrival  
Pastor Timothy A. Duesenberg
Daniel 12:1-3; Psalm 16; Hebrews 10:11-25; Mark 13:1-13
(26th Sunday after Pentecost – Pr. 28), 11/17/24)
And there shall be a time of trouble, such as never has been since there was a nation till that time. – v. 1b
Lead In – As we near the end of the Church Year, the Sunday Readings reflect Christ’s promise to return at the end of the age. This we confess in the Nicene Creed “And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, whose kingdom will have no end.” Drawing this present age to a close. Judging the nations, ensuring that right prevails in the end. And setting into full effect the consummation of His Kingdom with a new heaven and earth. All this, and more, belong to the fullness of the hope we have in Christ.
I. Some Frightful Images Connected With the End!
A. The Picture Jesus paints is of birth pangs…
B. In Daniel a time of unparalleled trouble…
C. Many generations have thought theirs was the time…
II. So Easy to Be Overwhelmed and Confused by Visions
A. It helps to keep the big picture in mind!
B. Segueing from Israel’s end, to the ultimate end…
III. The Vision of the End Given to the Prophet Daniel
A. What’s up with the emphasis on an archangel?
B. The name’s written in the Book, and the resurrection …
C. Shining like stars. True stardom!
Final Word – There is strange and unexpected, good news as these cataclysmic things takes place. These birth pangs are signs that our redemption draws near. We can only imagine how frightening the percussions of increased bombings were to allied prisoners in German POW camps during WWII. But as the nightly bombardments increased in intensity, the allied prisoners also realized that victory and liberation drew nearer. Nazi Germany was being defeated. Soon it would all be over. Just so, as current day tribulations ebb and flow and increase in intensity, we were told that it would be so. We are promised guardian angels have charge of us. And come what may, our names have been recorded in the Lamb’s Book of Life. What great hope amidst tribulation!
In Mk 13: Imposters. Rumors of Wars. Nations rising up in arms against other nations. Earthquakes. Famines. The arrest and beating of disciples. Being brought to testify before the authorities. Betrayals. And martyrdom, to mention a few.
Da 12:1 And there will be a time of trouble, such as never has been.
Mk 13:32-33 “But concerning that day or that hour, no one knows, not even the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. Be on guard, keep awake. For you do not know when the time will come.”
He 12:1-2 Let us run with endurance the race that is set before us, looking to Jesus, the founder and perfecter of our faith. (none of us know at what point in the race we are)
Starting in Da 10: Daniel has a vision. There’s this man described as clothed in linen. Is this the angel Gabriel spoken of earlier? This vision pertains to the more immediate threats to Judea.
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The Time of the End
	1 “At that time shall arise Michael, the great prince who has charge of your people. And there shall be a time of trouble, such as never has been since there was a nation till that time. But at that time your people shall be delivered, everyone whose name shall be found written in the book. 2 And many of those who sleep in the dust of the earth shall awake, some to everlasting life, and some to shame and everlasting contempt. 3 And those who are wise shall shine like the brightness of the sky above; and those who turn many to righteousness, like the stars forever and ever.”

Da 8:15-16 When I, Daniel, had seen the vision, I sought to understand it. And behold, there stood before me one having the appearance of a man. And I heard a man's voice between the banks of the Ulai, and it called, “Gabriel, make this man understand the vision.”
Re 12:7-9 Now war arose in heaven, Michael and his angels fighting against the dragon. And the dragon and his angels fought back, but he was defeated, and there was no longer any place for them in heaven. And the great dragon was thrown down, that ancient serpent, who is called the devil and Satan, the deceiver of the whole world—he was thrown down to the earth, and his angels were thrown down with him.
Mt 18:10 “See that you do not despise one of these little ones. For I tell you that in heaven their angels always see the face of my Father who is in heaven.”
Ps 91:11-12 For he will command his angels concerning you to guard you in all your ways. On their hands they will bear you up, lest you strike your foot against a stone.
Re 20:11-15 Then I saw a great white throne and him who was seated on it. From his presence earth and sky fled away, and no place was found for them. And I saw the dead, great and small, standing before the throne, and books were opened. Then another book was opened, which is the book of life. And the dead were judged by what was written in the books, according to what they had done. And the sea gave up the dead who were in it, Death and Hades gave up the dead who were in them, and they were judged, each one of them, according to what they had done. Then Death and Hades were thrown into the lake of fire. This is the second death, the lake of fire. And if anyone's name was not found written in the book of life, he was thrown into the lake of fire.
Mt 25:41 “Then he will say to those on his left, ‘Depart from me, you cursed, into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels.”



