	Lady Wisdom Extends an Invitation
Promise: the table that Jesus sets for us gives abundant life 
Pastor Timothy A. Duesenberg
Proverbs 9:1-10; Ps 34:12-22; Ephesians 5:6-21; John 6:51-69
(13th Sunday after Pentecost, Pr. 15), 8/18/24)
“Come, eat of my bread and drink of the wine I have mixed” – v. 5
Lead In – It is nice to be included. And when invitations are given, you feel included when you receive one. Perhaps the first invitation many of you received in life was when you were in Grade School and received an invitation to a classmate’s birthday party. Later in life a typical invitation is to a wedding celebration. And as there is often a limit to the numbers that can be a part of the festivities, it can be painful not to have been one to receive an invitation. Ouch! What great joy to learn in our first reading that God extends an open invitation to all to come and feast and enjoy the greatest celebration of all time! The question is, do we accept the invitation and show up? …
I. Wisdom Is Personified as A Woman
A. She has built her house and hewn the 7 pillars…
B. She has set her table and issued a universal invitation…
C. She has a competitor lady offering an invitation…
II. The Appeal to Accept the Invitation
A. To those who lack sense but have not yet rejected…
B. Wisdom and life are the result of eating her food…
C. The foolish are not open to correction, but scoff…
D. The wise and righteous man will be still wiser…
III. Lady Wisdom, a Literary Personification of the Word
A. God is entitled to His preferred pronouns…
B. The Word created, the Incarnate sacrificed and fed us…
C. “The Fear of the Lord” is helpful synonym to “faith”…
[bookmark: BM55]Final Word – We need to take the notion of our salvation as an invitation that must be accepted and responded to seriously. And it is not just a one-time invitation. It continuously goes out and the wise and just ones receives it knowing that we can be still wiser. And our need to respond to the invitation does not negate or combat the fact that salvation is a gift. It is God’s work, not our doing. What it means instead is that God works in and through us when we yield to Him and then exercise the gift of faith given us in baptism. Christ, who is our Wisdom, invites us this morning to the table that He has set. And in this meal, He gives life, and gives it abundantly.
Jb 38:4, 6 “Where were you when I laid the foundation of the earth? Tell me, if you have understanding. … On what were its bases sunk, or who laid its cornerstone?”
Ps 104:5 He set the earth on its foundations, so that it should never be moved.
Mt 22:8-10 Then he said to his servants, ‘The wedding feast is ready, but those invited were not worthy. Go therefore to the main roads and invite to the wedding feast as many as you find.’ And those servants went out into the roads and gathered all whom they found, both bad and good. So the wedding hall was filled with guests. (highways and hedges in Lk 14)
Pr 9:13-18 The woman Folly is loud; she is seductive and knows nothing. She sits at the door of her house; she takes a seat on the highest places of the town, calling to those who pass by, who are going straight on their way, “Whoever is simple, let him turn in here!” And to him who lacks sense she says, “Stolen water is sweet, and bread eaten in secret is pleasant.” But he does not know that the dead are there, that her guests are in the depths of Sheol.
	[bookmark: 12]Proverbs 9:1-10  ESV
The Way of Wisdom
	1 Wisdom has built her house; she has hewn her seven pillars. 2 She has slaughtered her beasts; she has mixed her wine; she has also set her table. 3 She has sent out her young women to call from the highest places in the town, 4 “Whoever is simple, let him turn in here!” To him who lacks sense she says, 5 “Come, eat of my bread and drink of the wine I have mixed. 6 Leave your simple ways, and live, and walk in the way of insight.”
	7 Whoever corrects a scoffer gets himself abuse, and he who reproves a wicked man incurs injury. 8 Do not reprove a scoffer, or he will hate you; reprove a wise man, and he will love you. 9 Give instruction to a wise man, and he will be still wiser; teach a righteous man, and he will increase in learning. 10 The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom, and the knowledge of the Holy One is insight.
Mt 22:1-3a And again Jesus spoke to them in parables, saying, “The kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who gave a wedding feast for his son, and sent his servants to call those who were invited to the wedding feast,…
Jn 6:53-54 So Jesus said to them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless you eat the flesh of the Son of Man and drink his blood, you have no life in you. Whoever feeds on my flesh and drinks my blood has eternal life, and I will raise him up on the last day.”
Mt 22:3b-7 …but they would not come. Again he sent other servants, saying, ‘Tell those who are invited, “See, I have prepared my dinner, my oxen and my fat calves have been slaughtered, and everything is ready. Come to the wedding feast.”’ But they paid no attention and went off, one to his farm, another to his business, while the rest seized his servants, treated them shamefully, and killed them. The king was angry, and he sent his troops and destroyed those murderers and burned their city.
1Co 1:30 And because of him you are in Christ Jesus, who became to us wisdom from God, righteousness and sanctification and redemption.
Mt 28:19 Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit
Jn 1:1-3 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was in the beginning with God. All things were made through him, and without him was not any thing made that was made.
True Fear of the Lord has two aspects: it involves terror at the judgment for sin; and it involves awe that God is for us, not against us!
Ro 8:31-32 What then shall we say to these things? If God is for us, who can be against us? He who did not spare his own Son but gave him up for us all, how will he not also with him graciously give us all things?



