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[Jesus] said, “Come.” So Peter got out of the boat and walked on the water and came to Jesus. – Mt 14:290
Lead In – The disciples were fighting strong headwinds in their boat. And Jesus comes to them walking on the water. This event marks a turning point in Matthew’s Gospel. Prior to this the disciples respected Jesus as a Rabbi. They respected Him, but they had not bowed down and worshipped Him. After all, only the Lord God is to be worshiped. But after this event, and with Jesus’ words to them, they worshiped Him, saying, “Truly you are the Son of God.” This is the main takeaway from the reading. But with that said, I want us to approach this event from an intriguing angle. I want to ask the question, why did Peter want Jesus to command him to come to Him on the water? Why did Peter want to walk on the water? Have you ever imagined being able to walk on water?
I. The Fear in This Sea Adventure Is Not from the Storm
A. Strong wind and waves not a life-threatening storm…
B. They were terrified by the ghost-like figure…
C. He comes to them in their stress and to reveal himself…
II. Peter says to Jesus Command Me to Come to You
A. Peter wanted proof and verification?
B. He had a desire to be near Jesus?
C. As a good disciple he wished to imitate his master?
III. Peter As for a Command from Jesus
A. The authority of God’s Word…
B. In our weakness keeping our eyes on the Lord….
C. Ever in need of mercy and of being rescued…
Final Word – This incident with Jesus saying “It is I”, ego eimi in Greek, is the first instance in Matthew’s Gospel where the disciples worshiped Jesus. This is more than the respect they showed Him as their Rabbi. Worship belongs to God alone. Ego Eimi, by the way, is the Greek equivalent to how God revealed His name to Moses at the burning bush when He said “I am who I am.” It is not by accident that Jesus says ego eimi. It is soon after this incident that Peter will make the good confession in Matthew 16:16 “You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.” Here on the Sea of Galilee, the disciples are beginning to form that confession, the confession that Jesus is Lord. Amen.
Mt 8:23-25 And when he got into the boat, his disciples followed him. And behold, there arose a great storm on the sea, so that the boat was being swamped by the waves; but he was asleep. And they went and woke him, saying, “Save us, Lord; we are perishing.”
Ps 119:49-50 Remember your word to your servant, in which you have made me hope. This is my comfort in my affliction, that your promise gives me life.

	[bookmark: 12]Matthew 14:22-33  ESV
Jesus Walks on the Water
	22Immediately [Jesus] made the disciples get into the boat and go before him to the other side, while he dismissed the crowds. 23And after he had dismissed the crowds, he went up on the mountain by himself to pray. When evening came, he was there alone, 24but the boat by this time was a long way from the land, beaten by the waves, for the wind was against them. 25And in the fourth watch of the night he came to them, walking on the sea. 26But when the disciples saw him walking on the sea, they were terrified, and said, “It is a ghost!” and they cried out in fear. 27But immediately Jesus spoke to them, saying, “Take heart; it is I. Do not be afraid.”
	28And Peter answered him, “Lord, if it is you, command me to come to you on the water.” 29He said, “Come.” So Peter got out of the boat and walked on the water and came to Jesus. 30But when he saw the wind, he was afraid, and beginning to sink he cried out, “Lord, save me.” 31Jesus immediately reached out his hand and took hold of him, saying to him, “O you of little faith, why did you doubt?” 32And when they got into the boat, the wind ceased. 33And those in the boat worshiped him, saying, “Truly you are the Son of God.”
Ps 119:92 If your law had not been my delight, I would have perished in my affliction.
Mt 16:21 From that time Jesus began to show his disciples that he must go to Jerusalem and suffer many things from the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and on the third day be raised.
Mt 16:22 And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him, saying, “Far be it from you, Lord! This shall never happen to you.”
Mt 16:23 But he turned and said to Peter, “Get behind me, Satan! You are a hindrance to me. For you are not setting your mind on the things of God, but on the things of man.”
Is 55:11 so shall my word be that goes out from my mouth; it shall not return to me empty, but it shall accomplish that which I purpose, and shall succeed in the thing for which I sent it.
Ro 10:13 For “everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.”
Ex 3:14 God said to Moses, “I am who I am.” And he said, “Say this to the people of Israel: ‘I am has sent me to you.’” (in Greek this would be ‘ego eimi’)
Mt 16:16 Simon Peter replied, “You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.”
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Psalm	Psalm 18:1–6

1I | love you,*
	O | LORD, my strength.
2The LORD is my rock and my fortress and my de- | liverer,*
	my God, my rock, in whom I take refuge,
	my shield, and the horn of my salvation, my | stronghold.
3I call upon the LORD, who is worthy | to be praised,*
	and I am saved from my | enemies.
4The cords of death en- | compassed me;*
	the torrents of destruction as- | sailed me;
5the cords of Sheol en- | tangled me;*
	the snares of death con- | fronted me.
6In my distress I called upon the LORD;
to my God I | cried for help.*
	From his temple he heard my voice,
	and my cry to him | reached his ears.
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