	The King Comes With the Clouds
Promise: Jesus will return to restore heaven and earth under his reign  
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Daniel 7:9-10, 13-14; Psa 93; Revelation 1:4b-8; John 18:33-37
(Christ the King Sunday), 11/24/24)
Behold, he is coming with the clouds, and every eye will see him, even those who pierced him, and all tribes of the earth will wail on account of him. Even so. Amen.. – Re 1:7
Lead In – Friends in Christ, we come to the end of the Church Year. Next Sunday starts the cycle again, and in Year C the Gospel of Luke will be especially featured. We started this current Church Year with the Seasons of Advent, Christmas, and Epiphany, all celebrating Christ’s first advent or coming. He arrived the first time as a baby. Fittingly, we close the year anticipating Christ’s second coming as the King and Judge over all the earth. And gloriously this awaited coming is vividly pictured six centuries before His first coming in the Book of Daniel. I invite you to savor the image.
I. Ancient of Days Presides Over a Court of Judgment
A. Purity, wisdom, and holiness…
B. A thousand thousands served Him. They stood…
C. And the books were opened… Records of conduct…
II. The Beasts (Monsters) of Daniel Seven
A. Four monsters come up out of the sea…
B. Tendency for governments to become bestial…
C. Worst monster is killed, destroyed, burnt…
III. Arriving on the Scene for the Final Judgment
A. The Son of Man figure comes with the clouds…
B. He is given dominion at the right hand…
C. This is the return of the King, the one who died and rose...
Final Word – Friends, we just endured a contentious election. We elected a President, a number of senators, a larger number of representatives, but at least federally, no judges. In our temporal age these things matter. But our Constitutional Democratic Republic is not the Kingdom of God. I hope we all realize our highest allegiance is to monarchy and a kingdom of which we await its arrival and consummation. In this realm we don’t vote. But there has been an election. You and I have been elected in Christ to citizenship in His kingdom. As long as we cling to this election, we can with joyful anticipation watch for Christ to come with the clouds for justice and redemption.
Ps 122:5 There [in the house of the LORD] thrones for judgment were set, the thrones of the house of David.
Ps 90:2 Before the mountains were brought forth, or ever you had formed the earth and the world, from everlasting to everlasting you are God.
Is 1:18 “Come now, let us reason together, says the Lord: though your sins are like scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; though they are red like crimson, they shall become like wool.”
Ex 16:18 Now Mount Sinai was wrapped in smoke because the Lord had descended on it in fire. The smoke of it went up like the smoke of a kiln, and the whole mountain trembled greatly.
He 12:29 …for our God is a consuming fire.
	[bookmark: 12]Daniel 7:9-10, 13-14  ESV
The Son of Man Is Given Dominion
	9 “As I looked, thrones were placed, and the Ancient of Days took his seat; his clothing was white as snow, and the hair of his head like pure wool; his throne was fiery flames; its wheels were burning fire. 10 A stream of fire issued and came out from before him; a thousand thousands served him, and ten thousand times ten thousand stood before him; the court sat in judgment, and the books were opened.
	13 “I saw in the night visions,
and behold, with the clouds of heaven there came one like a son of man, and he came to the Ancient of Days and was presented before him. 14 And to him was given dominion and glory and a kingdom, that all peoples, nations, and languages should serve him; his dominion is an everlasting dominion, which shall not pass away, and his kingdom one that shall not be destroyed.

Re 5:11 Then I looked, and I heard around the throne and the living creatures and the elders the voice of many angels, numbering myriads of myriads and thousands of thousands. (cf. Jb 33:23)
He 4:13 And no creature is hidden from his sight, but all are naked and exposed to the eyes of him to whom we must give account.
Re 20:12  And I saw the dead, great and small, standing before the throne, and books were opened. Then another book was opened, which is the book of life. And the dead were judged by what was written in the books, according to what they had done.
Ps 2:2-3 The kings of the earth set themselves, and the rulers take counsel together, against the Lord and against his Anointed, saying, “Let us burst their bonds apart and cast away their cords from us.”
Da 7:11-12 “I looked then because of the sound of the great words that the horn was speaking. And as I looked, the beast was killed, and its body destroyed and given over to be burned with fire. As for the rest of the beasts, their dominion was taken away, but their lives were prolonged for a season and a time.
Mk 14:62 And Jesus said, “I am [the Christ], and you will see the Son of Man seated at the right hand of Power, and coming with the clouds of heaven.”
Jn 1:1, 14 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. … And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth.



