When Bad News Is Good News

Promise: Jesus spreads his wings to shelter us from the coming fire
Pastor Timothy A. Duesenberg
Jeremiah 26:8-15; Psa. 4; Philippians 3:17—4:1; Luke 13:31-35
(Second Sunday In Lent, 3/13/22)

Only know for certain that if you put me to death, you will bring
innocent blood npon yourselves and upon this city and its inbabit-
ants, for in truth the Lord sent me to you to speak all these words
in your ears. —v. 15

Lead In — No one wants to hear bad news. No one wants
to hear, “You have a cancer.” Or “You have a blockage in
an artery.” Or “Your financial portfolio just took a big hit
today.” Or “Your insurance doesn't cover this.” The list is
endless. You know what | am talking about. But there are
instances when we can be thankful for bad news. When
there is a remedy, hearing bad news is essential. “The
good news is that we caught the cancer in time. Itis stage
one, operable, and we can successfully treat it.” ...
I. Prophetic Preaching Leads with Bad News

A. Areminder what a prophet is... Not a fortuneteller!

B. Word of the Lord involves both law and gospel...

C. Three uses of the Law, and the SOS of preaching...
Il. Jesus and His Disciples a Continuation Of...

A. Jeremiah had warned of the destruction of...

B. Jesus speaks of upcoming desolation of...

C. Ap Paul also speaks of the destruction of...
lll. Paying Attention and Looking to the Right Hope

A. Jerusalem was destroyed in AD 70 by the Romans...

B. This world is destined for fire...

C. There are healing wings spread that would protect...

Parting Shot - Eph 3 speaks of bowing knees before the
Father, from whom every family (patria) on earth is named.
God is not like a human father. No, he is the Father! And the
Bible often describes the Father with attributes humans know
as maternal, or motherly. And today we find solace in the Fa-
ther’s only Son being to us like a mother hen, one who would
gather us under her wings, and give her life to save us from
the fire.

Jeremiah 26:8-15 esv
Jeremiah Threatened with Death

8And when Jeremiah had finished
speaking all that the LorD had com-
manded him to speak to all the people,
then the priests and the prophets and all
the people laid hold of him, saying, “You
shall die! ®Why have you prophesied in
the name of the LORD, saying, ‘This house
shall be like Shiloh, and this city shall be
desolate, without inhabitant'?” And all the
people gathered around Jeremiah in the
house of the LORD.

0When the officials of Judah heard
these things, they came up from the king's
house to the house of the LORD and took
their seat in the entry of the New Gate of
the house of the Lorp. ' Then the priests
and the prophets said to the officials and
to all the people, “This man deserves the
sentence of death, because he has proph-
esied against this city, as you have heard
with your own ears.”

2Then Jeremiah spoke to all the offi-
cials and all the people, saying, “The LORD
sent me to prophesy against this house
and this city all the words you have heard.
13 Now therefore mend your ways and your
deeds, and obey the voice of the LORD
your God, and the LorD will relent of the
disaster that he has pronounced against
you. " But as for me, behold, | am in your
hands. Do with me as seems good and
right to you. 15 Only know for certain that if
you put me to death, you will bring inno-
cent blood upon yourselves and upon this
city and its inhabitants, for in truth the
LoRrD sent me to you to speak all these
words in your ears.”

Mk 1:14-15 Now after John was arrested, Jesus came into Gali-
lee, proclaiming the gospel of God, and saying, “The time is ful-
filled, and the kingdom of God is at hand; repent and believe in
the gospel.”

Three Uses of the Law: 1) as a curb; 2) as a mirror; 3) as a
guide or map.

S0S: The Law Shows us Our Sins. Which makes us receptive
for the Gospel to Show us Qur Savior.

Lk 13:34-35a O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the city that kills the
prophets and stones those who are sent to it! How often would |
have gathered your children together as a hen gathers her brood
under her wings, and you were not willing! Behold, your house is
forsaken.

Ph 3:18-19a For many, of whom | have often told you and now
tell you even with tears, walk as enemies of the cross of Christ.
Their end is destruction.

1Co 6:19 Or do you not know that your body is a
temple of the Holy Spirit within you, whom you
have from God?

Lk 21:20 But when you see Jerusalem sur-
rounded by armies, then know that its desolation
has come near.

2Pe 3:7 But by the same word the heavens and
earth that now exist are stored up for fire, being
kept until the day of judgment and destruction of
the ungodly.

Lk 3:34 How often would | have gathered your
children together as a hen gathers her brood un-
der her wings.
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