
 
 
 

Promise: Jesus provides Himself as true food and drink to sustain us 

Pastor Timothy A. Duesenberg 
Isaiah 55:1-5; Ps 136:1-9; Romans 9:1-13; Matthew 14:13-21 

(9th Sunday after Pentecost (Pr 13), 8/2/20) 

Then he broke the loaves and gave them to the disciples, and the 
disciples gave them to the crowds. – v. 19b 

Lead In – Certainly Jesus multiplied the loaves and fish and 
fed the large crowd because the people were hungry and he 
had compassion on them. But this cannot be the only rea-
son! For there were many hungry people in the world aside 
from this crowd. So just why did Jesus miraculously feed 
this group on this occasion? John’s Gospel is helpful when 
he calls Jesus’ miracles “signs”… 

I. Sign That Stood Out To People Steeped in Scripture 

A. Remembering Moses and supernatural bread… 

B. Remembering Elijah and the jar of flour… 

C. The Torah (Law) and the Prophets point to Jesus… 

II. Feasting A Sign of the Messianic Kingdom 

A. As is pictured in 1st Lesson from Isaiah 55… 

B. A feasting beyond natural food and drink… 

C. Jesus gives Himself as the Bread of Life… 

III. Jesus Gives to the Twelve to Distribute to the People 

A.  Significance to those chosen to distribute… 

B. The number twelve signifies… 

C. Servants of the Word carry on Apostolic Ministry… 

Parting Shot – Friends, the miraculous feeding of the five 
thousand has everything to do with the invitation set before 
you this morning. It points to the feast of salvation to come! 
But as salvation has already come, at least initially, with the 
first advent of Christ, we are being sustained with the bread 
of life from heaven in Holy Communion as, in the words of 
the liturgy, a foretaste of the feast to come… 

Ps 78:23-25 Yet he commanded the skies above and opened the 
doors of heaven, and he rained down on them manna to eat and 
gave them the grain of heaven. Man ate of the bread of the angels; 
he sent them food in abundance. 

1 Ki 17:15-16 And she went and did as Elijah said. And she and he 
and her household ate for many days. The jar of flour was not 
spent, neither did the jug of oil become empty, according to the 
word of the LORD that he spoke by Elijah. 

Is 55:1-2 “Come, everyone who thirsts, come to the waters; and he 
who has no money, come, buy and eat! Come, buy wine and milk 
without money and without price. Why do you spend your money for 
that which is not bread, and your labor for that which does not 
satisfy? Listen diligently to me, and eat what is good, and delight 
yourselves in rich food.” 

Deu 8:3 man does not live by bread alone, but man lives by every 
word that comes from the mouth of the LORD. 

 

Matthew 14:13-21  ESV 
Jesus Feeds the Five Thousand 

 13Now when Jesus heard this, he with-
drew from there in a boat to a desolate 
place by himself. But when the crowds 
heard it, they followed him on foot from the 
towns. 14When he went ashore he saw a 
great crowd, and he had compassion on 
them and healed their sick. 15Now when it 
was evening, the disciples came to him and 
said, “This is a desolate place, and the day 
is now over; send the crowds away to go 
into the villages and buy food for them-
selves.” 16But Jesus said, “They need not go 
away; you give them something to eat.” 
17They said to him, “We have only five 
loaves here and two fish.” 18And he said, 
“Bring them here to me.” 19Then he ordered 
the crowds to sit down on the grass, and 
taking the five loaves and the two fish, he 
looked up to heaven and said a blessing. 
Then he broke the loaves and gave them to 
the disciples, and the disciples gave them to 
the crowds. 20And they all ate and were sat-
isfied. And they took up twelve baskets full 
of the broken pieces left over. 21And those 
who ate were about five thousand men, be-
sides women and children. 

Jer 15:16 Your words were found, and I ate 
them, and your words became to me a joy and 
the delight of my heart, for I am called by your 
name, O LORD, God of hosts. 

Jn 6:33 “For the bread of God is he who comes 
down from heaven and gives life to the world.” 

Jn 6:51 “I am the living bread that came down 
from heaven. If anyone eats of this bread, he will 
live forever. And the bread that I will give for the 
life of the world is my flesh.” 

Ge 49:28 All these are the twelve tribes of Isra-
el. This is what their father [Jacob] said to them 
as he blessed them, blessing each with the 
blessing suitable to him. 

Mt 10:1 And he called to him his twelve disci-
ples and gave them authority over unclean spir-
its, to cast them out, and to heal every disease 
and every affliction. 

Eph 2:19-20 You are fellow citizens with the 
saints and members of the household of God, 
built on the foundation of the apostles and 
prophets, Christ Jesus himself being the corner-
stone. 
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Psalm 136:1-9 
 

1
Give thanks to the LORD, 

for he is good,* 

    for his mercy endures forever. 

2
Give thanks to the God of gods,* 

    for his mercy endures forever. 

3
Give thanks to the Lord of lords,* 

    for his mercy endures forever; 

4
who only does great wonders,* 

    for his mercy endures forever;  

5
who by wisdom made the heavens,* 

    for his mercy endures forever;  

6
who spread out the earth 

upon the waters,* 

    for his mercy endures forever;  

7
who created great lights,* 

    for his mercy endures forever;  

8
the sun to rule the day,* 

    for his mercy endures forever;  

9
the moon and the stars 

to govern the night,* 

    for his mercy endures forever. 
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