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Many Samaritans from that town believed in him because of the woman’s testimony, “He told me all that I ever did.” – v. 39
Lead In – For the second week in a row our Gospel Reading from John’s Account has included a conversation Jesus had with an individual concerning eternal life. Last Sunday, in John 3 the conversation was with a man named Nicodemus. And this morning in John 4, Jesus speaks with a Samaritan woman at a well. By leaving her unnamed, the text allows her to represent social outcasts, which this woman was. This is indicated by her arrival at midday which almost certainly suggests she was avoiding the crowd that gathered earlier in the day. Nonetheless, happily we are told of the new life she experienced, and of her enthusiasm as an evangelist. And my purpose this morning is to mine this conversation for what it can teach us about the evangelistic outreach that each one of us is to play a role.
I. John’s Gospel Especially Lends Itself to this Task
A. A good working definition of evangelism would help…
B. Some of the tools for evangelism provided in John…
II. Some of the Takeaways from Jesus’ Conversation
A. Open to everyone and treating them with dignity…
B. The art of the pivot from the mundane to the spiritual…
C. Exploration at the depths of the heart of the matter…
D. Reign in distractions and don’t lose sight of the focus…
E. Jesus’ identity and mission is what we witness to…
III. Testimonies Matter, But One Testimony Matters Most
A. People came to Jesus because of the woman’s…
B. The greatest testimony is the one our Lord gives…
Final Word – When our Lord Jesus went about seeking and saving the lost, He was in a different position than any of us. He is the Son of God. He had all-wisdom and all-power. And He Himself did not need to be ‘gospeled’. We do. But that does not mean we cannot learn from Him and take from Him important cues. Jesus pointed to Himself. As we befriend others, love and serve them, we pray for any and every opportunity to point them to Jesus. And we can learn from the Master how we might have a fruitful conversation. And it is vitally important that we ourselves keep drinking from the well of salvation. This, so we can share with others what we ourselves have received. For it is Jesus who gives life, abundant life, indeed, eternal life. Amen.
Evangelism: the joyful sharing of the good news (gospel) of God’s love and forgiveness in Jesus.
Ro 1:16 For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to everyone who believes, to the Jew first and also to the Greek.
Jn 20:30-31 Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of the disciples, which are not written in this book; but these are written so that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in his name.
Jn 4:29 “Come, see a man who told me all that I ever did. Can this be the Christ?”
Jn 4:39 Many Samaritans from that town believed in him because of the woman's testimony, “He told me all that I ever did.”
	[bookmark: 12]John 4:5-30, 39-42  ESV
Jesus and the Woman of Samaria
	5[Jesus] came to a town of Samaria called Sychar, near the field that Jacob had given to his son Joseph. 6Jacob’s well was there; so Jesus, wearied as he was from his journey, was sitting beside the well. It was about the sixth hour.
	7There came a woman of Samaria to draw water. Jesus said to her, “Give me a drink.” 8(For his disciples had gone away into the city to buy food.) 9The Samaritan woman said to him, “How is it that you, a Jew, ask for a drink from me, a woman of Samaria?” (For Jews have no dealings with Samaritans.) 10Jesus answered her, “If you knew the gift of God, and who it is that is saying to you, ‘Give me a drink,’ you would have asked him, and he would have given you living water.” 11The woman said to him, “Sir, you have nothing to draw water with, and the well is deep. Where do you get that living water? 12Are you greater than our father Jacob? He gave us the well and drank from it himself, as did his sons and his livestock.” 13Jesus said to her, “Everyone who drinks of this water will be thirsty again, 14but whoever drinks of the water that I will give him will never be thirsty forever. The water that I will give him will become in him a spring of water welling up to eternal life.” 15The woman said to him, “Sir, give me this water, so that I will not be thirsty or have to come here to draw water.”
	16Jesus said to her, “Go, call your husband, and come here.” 17The woman answered him, “I have no husband.” Jesus said to her, “You are right in saying, ‘I have no husband’; 18for you have had five husbands, and the one you now have is not your husband. What you have said is true.” 19The woman said to him, “Sir, I perceive that you are a prophet. 20Our fathers worshiped on this mountain, but you say that in Jerusalem is the place where people ought to worship.” 21Jesus said to her, “Woman, believe me, the hour is coming when neither on this mountain nor in Jerusalem will you worship the Father. 22You worship what you do not know; we worship what we know, for salvation is from the Jews. 23But the hour is coming, and is now here, when the true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth, for the Father is seeking such people to worship him. 24God is spirit, and those who worship him must worship in spirit and truth.” 25The woman said to him, “I know that Messiah is coming (he who is called Christ). When he comes, he will tell us all things.” 26Jesus said to her, “I who speak to you am he.”
	27Just then his disciples came back. They marveled that he was talking with a woman, but no one said, “What do you seek?” or, “Why are you talking with her?” 28So the woman left her water jar and went away into town and said to the people, 29“Come, see a man who told me all that I ever did. Can this be the Christ?” 30They went out of the town and were coming to him. . . .
	39Many Samaritans from that town believed in him because of the woman’s testimony, “He told me all that I ever did.” 40So when the Samaritans came to him, they asked him to stay with them, and he stayed there two days. 41And many more believed because of his word. 42They said to the woman, “It is no longer because of what you said that we believe, for we have heard for ourselves, and we know that this is indeed the Savior of the world.”

Jn 4:41-42 And many more believed because of [Jesus’] word. They said to the woman, “It is no longer because of what you said that we believe, for we have heard for ourselves, and we know that this is indeed the Savior of the world.”
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Psalm	Psalm 95:1–9; antiphon: v. 6

1Oh come, let us sing | to the LORD;*
	let us make a joyful noise to the rock of our sal- | vation!
2Let us come into his presence with thanks- | giving;*
	let us make a joyful noise to him with | songs of praise!
3For the LORD is a | great God,*
	and a great King a- | bove all gods.
4In his hand are the depths | of the earth;*
	the heights of the mountains are his | also.
5The sea is his, for he | made it,*
	and his hands formed the | dry land.
6Oh come, let us worship and | bow down;*
	let us kneel before the LORD, our | Maker!
7For he | is our God,*
	and we are the people of his pasture,
	and the sheep | of his hand.
Today, if you | hear his voice,*
	8do not harden your hearts, as at Meribah,
	as on the day at Massah in the | wilderness,
9when your fathers put me | to the test*
	and put me to the proof, though they had | seen my work.
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