	Joy In the Midst of Trials
Promise: the lamp of God’s Word leads us to our joyful destination
Pastor Timothy A. Duesenberg
Isaiah 35:1-10; Psalm 146; James 5:7-11; Matthew 11:2-15
(Third Sunday In Advent), 12/14/25
And [Jesus said] “blessed is the one who is not offended by me.”  – v. 6
Lead In – In these winter days in the northern hemisphere the darkness of the night is long. For many the darkness brings gloom and becomes tiresome. Most of us would prefer longer days and more sunshine. And yet, there are many ways we have found to brighten these dark days and to sustain us as we await the lengthening of the day and the return of the fullness of the sun’s light. Lesser lights, even colored lights, help us in this effort. Who doesn’t enjoy all the Christmas lighting! And the line is long and well worth the wait for taking in the Rotary Lights on display at Riverside Park.
I. Taking Advantage of Light in the Darkness
A. My worries about the 4th of July while in Alaska…
B. As a child I felt sorry for people too far south…
C. The X-mas Eve Candlelight, a favorite of so many…
II. Learning Patience With Hope In This World
A. In the Isaiah reading it was for exiles in Babylon…
B. In the Gospel reading it was for John in Herod’s jail…
C. In the James reading it is for all who suffer trials…
III. Light Has Entered Into This Dark World As We Wait
A. Jesus’ signs and wonders, his death & resurrection…
B. His Word as a lamp to guide us along the path…
C. His Church to nourish and sustain us…
Final Word – This morning we lit the third candle on the Advent Wreath. It looks like a pink candle, but it is actually named rose colored, as in the Rose of Sharon. It is reminiscent of all the blooming in the desert that Isaiah prophesies about in our First Lesson. This Sunday is called Gaudete Sunday, Gaudete being the Latin for ‘rejoice’. And yes, there is joy in our hearts and rejoicing as we wait patiently in this age filled with tears. We can march in our pilgrimage to Zion with a measure of joy, even as we await the fullness of gladness and joy. After all, we have the Lamp of God’s Word and presence to guide our way. And I know this congregation! We will want to come to Zion with singing, expressing joy and thanksgiving even in our trials. Amen.
Jn 1:1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.
Jn 1:4-5 In him was life, and the life was the light of men. The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it.
Is 35:1-2a The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad; the desert shall rejoice and blossom like the crocus; it shall blossom abundantly and rejoice with joy and singing.
Is 35:3-4 Strengthen the weak hands, and make firm the feeble knees. Say to those who have an anxious heart, “Be strong; fear not! Behold, your God will come with vengeance, with the recompense of God. He will come and save you.”

	[bookmark: 12]Matthew 11:2-15  ESV
Messengers From John the Baptist
	2When John heard in prison about the deeds of the Christ, he sent word by his disciples 3and said to him, “Are you the one who is to come, or shall we look for another?” 4And Jesus answered them, “Go and tell John what you hear and see: 5the blind receive their sight and the lame walk, lepers are cleansed and the deaf hear, and the dead are raised up, and the poor have good news preached to them. 6And blessed is the one who is not offended by me.”
	7As they went away, Jesus began to speak to the crowds concerning John: “What did you go out into the wilderness to see? A reed shaken by the wind? 8What then did you go out to see? A man dressed in soft clothing? Behold, those who wear soft clothing are in kings’ houses. 9What then did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, I tell you, and more than a prophet. 10This is he of whom it is written,
“‘Behold, I send my messenger before your face, who will prepare your way before you.’
11Truly, I say to you, among those born of women there has arisen no one greater than John the Baptist. Yet the one who is least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he. 12From the days of John the Baptist until now the kingdom of heaven has suffered violence, and the violent take it by force. 13For all the Prophets and the Law prophesied until John, 14and if you are willing to accept it, he is Elijah who is to come. 15He who has ears to hear, let him hear.”
Jn 1:29 The next day he saw Jesus coming toward him, and said, “Behold, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world!
Ja 5:7-8 Be patient, therefore, brothers, until the coming of the Lord. See how the farmer waits for the precious fruit of the earth, being patient about it, until it receives the early and the late rains. You also, be patient. Establish your hearts, for the coming of the Lord is at hand.
2Pe 1:19 And we have the prophetic word more fully confirmed, to which you will do well to pay attention as to a lamp shining in a dark place, until the day dawns and the morning star rises in your hearts.
Ps 119:105 Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path.
1Pe 2:5 You yourselves like living stones are being built up as a spiritual house, to be a holy priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ.
1Co 3:16  Do you not know that you are God's temple and that God's Spirit dwells in you?
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Psalm	Psalm 146; antiphon: v. 5

1Praise | the Lord!*
	Praise the Lord, | O my soul!
2I will praise the Lord as long | as I live;*
	I will sing praises to my God while I have my | being.
3Put not your trust in | princes,*
	in a son of man, in whom there is no sal- | vation.
4When his breath departs he returns | to the earth;*
	on that very day his plans | perish.
5Blessèd is he whose help is the God of | Jacob,*
	whose hope is in the | Lord his God,
6who made heaven and earth,
the sea, and all that is | in them,*
	who keeps faith for- | ever;
7who executes justice for | the oppressed,*
	who gives food to the | hungry.
The Lord sets the prisoners free;
8the Lord opens the eyes | of the blind.*
	The Lord lifts up those who are bowed down;
	the Lord loves the | righteous.
9The Lord watches over the sojourners;
he upholds the widow and the | fatherless,*
	but the way of the wicked he brings to | ruin.
10The Lord will reign for- | ever,*
	your God, O Zion, to all generations. | Praise the Lord!



Psalm	Psalm 146; antiphon: v. 5

1Praise | the Lord!*
	Praise the Lord, | O my soul!
2I will praise the Lord as long | as I live;*
	I will sing praises to my God while I have my | being.
3Put not your trust in | princes,*
	in a son of man, in whom there is no sal- | vation.
4When his breath departs he returns | to the earth;*
	on that very day his plans | perish.
5Blessèd is he whose help is the God of | Jacob,*
	whose hope is in the | Lord his God,
6who made heaven and earth,
the sea, and all that is | in them,*
	who keeps faith for- | ever;
7who executes justice for | the oppressed,*
	who gives food to the | hungry.
The Lord sets the prisoners free;
8the Lord opens the eyes | of the blind.*
	The Lord lifts up those who are bowed down;
	the Lord loves the | righteous.
9The Lord watches over the sojourners;
he upholds the widow and the | fatherless,*
	but the way of the wicked he brings to | ruin.
10The Lord will reign for- | ever,*
	your God, O Zion, to all generations. | Praise the Lord!



