
 
 
 

Promise: the Lord is found in Word and Sacrament 

Pastor Timothy A. Duesenberg 
Exodus 20:1-17; Psalm 19; 1 Cor. 1:18-31; John 2:13-22 

(Third Sunday in Lent, 3/7/21) 

Jesus answered them, “Destroy this temple, and in three 
days I will raise it up.” – v. 19 

Lead In – I wouldn’t be surprised if when you are having a 
conversation with one of your un-churched family, friends, or 
neighbors, that you have heard something like this. “Oh, 
don’t think that I am not religious. I just don’t belong to a 
church. I have a problem with organized religion. I find that I 
can find God just fine out in nature. After all, isn’t God eve-
rywhere present?”  … Well, indeed He is! But, as I hope we 
will see, He promises to be present in a special way under 
certain conditions… 

I. God Was With Moses In A Special Way 

A. Holiness and the mountain, tabernacle, temple… 

B. Giving of commandments not devoid of grace! 

C. Being careful not to view law negatively… 

II. One Temple Gives Way To a Greater Temple 

A. The sham surrounding temple in Jerusalem… 

B. Dangerous talk concerning the temple’s demise… 

C. No one at the time knew what Jesus meant… 

III. Apostle Paul Knows Where the Lord is Encountered 

A. The Word of the Cross and the Sacraments… 

B. A building helps but is not necessary… 

C. By faith, Christ becomes our righteousness… 

Parting Shot – God has worked in unconventional ways, 
like with the Magi from the East. But we are not told to send 
our seeking friends off to gaze at the stars and to become 
astrologers to encounter our Lord’s forgiveness and promise 
of salvation. Instead, we are told where two or three are 
gathered in Christ’s name, and where repentance and for-
giveness is preached, and where the sacraments are ad-
ministered… there He is in a special way to forgive sins and 
to give salvation. 

Ex19:2b-3a There Israel encamped before the mountain, while 
Moses went up to God. 

Ex 19:11a-12 For on the third day the LORD will come down on 
Mount Sinai in the sight of all the people. And you shall set limits for 
the people all around, saying, “Take care not to go up into the 
mountain or touch the edge of it. Whoever touches the mountain 
shall be put to death.” 

Ex 20:1-2 And God spoke all these words, saying, “I am the LORD 
your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the 
house of slavery. 

Mk 14:57-59 And some stood up and bore false witness against 
him, saying, “We heard him say, ‘I will destroy this temple that is 
made with hands, and in three days I will build another, not made 
with hands.’” Yet even about this their testimony did not agree. 

 

John 2:13-22  ESV 
Jesus Cleanses the Temple 

 13The Passover of the Jews was at 
hand, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem. 14In 
the temple he found those who were selling 
oxen and sheep and pigeons, and the mon-
ey-changers sitting there. 15And making a 
whip of cords, he drove them all out of the 
temple, with the sheep and oxen. And he 
poured out the coins of the money-changers 
and overturned their tables. 16And he told 
those who sold the pigeons, “Take these 
things away; do not make my Father’s 
house a house of trade.” 17His disciples re-
membered that it was written, “Zeal for your 
house will consume me.” 

 18So the Jews said to him, “What sign 
do you show us for doing these things?” 
19Jesus answered them, “Destroy this tem-
ple, and in three days I will raise it up.” 20The 
Jews then said, “It has taken forty-six years 
to build this temple, and will you raise it up 
in three days?” 21But he was speaking about 
the temple of his body. 22When therefore he 
was raised from the dead, his disciples re-
membered that he had said this, and they 
believed the Scripture and the word that Je-
sus had spoken. 

1Co 1:18 For the word of the cross is folly to 
those who are perishing, but to us who are be-
ing saved it is the power of God. 

1Co 1:21 It pleased God through the folly of 
what we preach to save those who believe. 

Mt 18:20 “For where two or three are gathered 
in my name, there am I among them.” 

1Co 1:30 He is the source of your life in Christ 
Jesus, whom God made our wisdom and our 
righteousness and sanctification and redemp-
tion. 

Ro 6:4-5 We were buried therefore with him by 
baptism into death, in order that, just as Christ 
was raised from the dead by the glory of the 
Father, we too might walk in newness of life. For 
if we have been united with him in a death like 
his, we shall certainly be united with him in a 
resurrection like his. 

1Co 11:23-25 For I received from the Lord what 
I also delivered to you, that the Lord Jesus on 
the night when he was betrayed took bread, and 
when he had given thanks, he broke it, and said, 
“This is my body which is for you. Do this in re-
membrance of me.” In the same way also he 
took the cup, after supper, saying, “This cup is 
the new covenant in my blood. Do this, as often 
as you drink it, in remembrance of me. 
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The Ten Commandments  

Preach Repentance 

The Ten Commandments show us our sin and how much we need a Savior 

Confess Together… 

I am the Lord your God. 

The First Commandment: You shall have no other gods. 

The Second Commandment: You shall not take the name of the Lord your 

God in vain. 

The Third Commandment: Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it holy. 

The Fourth Commandment: Honor your father and your mother. 

The Fifth Commandment: You shall not kill. 

The Sixth Commandment: You shall not commit adultery. 

The Seventh Commandment: You shall not steal. 

The Eighth Commandment: You shall not bear false witness against your 

neighbor. 

The Ninth Commandment: You shall not covet your neighbor’s house. 

The Tenth Commandment: You shall not covet your neighbor’s wife, 

 or his manservant, or his maidservant, 

 or his cattle, or anything that is your neighbor’s. 
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