	Is Your Best Life Now?
Promise: the fullness of our salvation lies ahead at Jesus’ return
Pastor Timothy A. Duesenberg
Jeremiah 17:5-8; Psalm 1; 1 Corinthians 15:1-20; Luke 6:17-26
(6th Sunday after the Epiphany), 2/16/25)
Rejoice in that day, and leap for joy, for behold, your reward is great in heaven.” – v 23
Lead In – Televangelist Joel Osteen published a book in 2004 entitled “Your Best Life Now”. It remained a bestseller for more than two years and sold over 8 million copies. Osteen pastors the largest congregation in the United States with some 30 thousand attenders each Sunday. Millions more tune in to his international broadcasts. In his book Osteen teaches that it is God’s desire for you to experience an abundance of health and wealth in this life, and accordingly you can experience ‘Your Best Life Now’ yet in this age! That teaching would seem to be diametrically at odds with what Jesus teaches in our Gospel Reading this morning. Is your best life now? Should it be? No matter how good or bad it is now, you better hope that it is not your best life…
I. The Blessed (Fortunate) Ones According to Jesus
A. The poor, the hungry, those who weep, those hated…
B. Is it poverty and tribulation that gets you in?
C. Importance of the words “on account of the Son…”
II. The Ones to be Pitied According to Our Lord
A. The rich, the full, the laughing, the popular…
B. Not necessarily the one with the most toys wins…
C. Emphasis on what we are living for…
III. A Parable that St. Luke Uniquely Includes
A. The ‘Rich Man and Lazarus’ in Luke 16…
B. Who had their best life now? In the coming age?
C. Is there any consolation for the moment? Yes, there is!
Final Word – I think one of the greatest immediate consolations of the Christian Faith is the promise of the Lord’s presence with us always, especially when we endure trials and don’t feel His presence. Listen carefully to the choir anthem this morning and consider the questions offered in the anthem. “What if Your blessings come through raindrops? What if Your healing comes through tears? What if a thousand sleepless nights are what it takes to know You’re near? And what if trials of this life are Your mercies in disguise?” … If your best life was not meant to be in this fallen age, then there remains great hope for the baptized believer in Christ our Lord.
Mt 6:19-20 Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy and where thieves break in and steal, but lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust destroys and where thieves do not break in and steal.
Ac 14:22 [Paul and Barnabas were] strengthening the souls of the disciples, encouraging them to continue in the faith, and saying that through many tribulations we must enter the kingdom of God.
2Ti 3:12 Indeed, all who desire to live a godly life in Christ Jesus will be persecuted.
Jn 2:1 On the third day there was a wedding at Cana in Galilee, and the mother of Jesus was there. 2 Jesus also was invited to the wedding with his disciples.
Lk 7:36 One of the Pharisees asked him to eat with him, and he went into the Pharisee's house and reclined at table. (cf. Mt 26:6-7)

	[bookmark: 12]Luke 6:17-26  ESV
The Sermon on the Plain
	17[Jesus] came down with them and stood on a level place, with a great crowd of his disciples and a great multitude of people from all Judea and Jerusalem and the seacoast of Tyre and Sidon, 18who came to hear him and to be healed of their diseases. And those who were troubled with unclean spirits were cured. 19And all the crowd sought to touch him, for power came out from him and healed them all.
	20And he lifted up his eyes on his disciples, and said:
	“Blessed are you who are poor, for yours is the kingdom of God.
	21“Blessed are you who are hungry now, for you shall be satisfied.
	“Blessed are you who weep now, for you shall laugh.
	22“Blessed are you when people hate you and when they exclude you and revile you and spurn your name as evil, on account of the Son of Man! 23Rejoice in that day, and leap for joy, for behold, your reward is great in heaven; for so their fathers did to the prophets.
	24“But woe to you who are rich, for you have received your consolation.
	25“Woe to you who are full now, for you shall be hungry.
	“Woe to you who laugh now, for you shall mourn and weep.
	26“Woe to you, when all people speak well of you, for so their fathers did to the false prophets.
Ph 4:11-12 Not that I am speaking of being in need, for I have learned in whatever situation I am to be content. I know how to be brought low, and I know how to abound. In any and every circumstance, I have learned the secret of facing plenty and hunger, abundance and need.
Ph 3:20 But our citizenship is in heaven, and from it we await a Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ.
1Co 15:19 If in Christ we have hope in this life only, we are of all people most to be pitied.
Some of the Consolations in this Life…
· That on the Cross Christ conquered sin, death, and the evil one.
· That the one who speaks of forgiveness to us has come back from the dead.
· That we have a lengthy record of promises that God has delivered on…
· That we generally get intimations and foretastes of something much more glorious that lies ahead.
· That we are humbled and helped to focus on our desperate need, so we stop playing God.
· That we are allowed to grow in the capacity to be loved and to love.
· That we truly belong to a community.
· That we fit into God’s story with far more adventure, meaning, and reward than we could ever imagine.
· And did I mention the good company we keep?




