	Evangelism and the New Birth
Promise: the Holy Spirit works through the sharing of God’s Word
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For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him should not perish but have eternal life. – v. 16
Lead In – Hands down, John 3:16 is the best-known verse in the Bible. And for good reason. It has been called ‘the gospel in a nutshell’. I have used that phrase as well. And if we mean that it is a good summary verse to be used as a starting point, then I think we are on safe ground. But if we mean that it is a sufficient summary and all we really need to know, then we better pay close attention to the context the verse occurs in and the way our Lord Jesus shared the good news to a Pharisee by the name of Nicodemus. Although we are unable to copy the way Jesus went about it – He is after all the Incarnate Son of God – we can nonetheless learn a lot from Him.
I. Nicodemus Came to Jesus, Even If by Night
A. Nicodemus had heard and perhaps seen Jesus…
B. A void and restlessness prompted Nicodemus…
C. At the root is having a relationship with God…
II. Believing Must Be Connected with the New Birth
A. Jesus begins with the talk of the new birth with N…
B. Is this new birth something we can accomplish? …
C. How much control do we have over the wind? …
III. The New Birth Is Connected with the Cross of Christ
A. Jesus points ahead to that which saves the world…
B. Believing in Him is believing also in what He accomp…
C. Believing depends on exercising the gift of faith…
Final Word – As we are out and about with the signs of the Gospel we need to let people know where they can find us. That is, as we are ministering to the needs in our community, when we can share the reason for our hope and compassion, we need to let them know where they can find Jesus. Let them know that they are invited and welcome to join with us as we meet Christ at the pulpit and altar. All the while we need to pray for the wind of the Spirit to blow and put them in touch with their deepest need and arouse their interest to come to God. But we do need to be out and about in Christ’s name being salt and light and telling people to whom we belong. The new birth is God’s glorious work, even as we faithfully share Christ with others. Amen.
Jn 6:44 No one can come to me unless the Father who sent me draws him. And I will raise him up on the last day.
Jn 12:32 And I, when I am lifted up from the earth, will draw all people to myself.”
Ro 10:17 So faith comes from hearing, and hearing through the word of Christ.
Ro 1:16 For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to everyone who believes, to the Jew first and also to the Greek.
2Ti 3:16 All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness
Ac 2:38 And Peter said to them, “Repent and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins, and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.”
Nu 21:8-9 And the Lord said to Moses, “Make a fiery serpent and set it on a pole, and everyone who is bitten, when he sees it, shall live.” So 
	[bookmark: 12]John 3:1-17  ESV
You Must Be Born Again
	1Now there was a man of the Pharisees named Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews. 2This man came to Jesus by night and said to him, “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher come from God, for no one can do these signs that you do unless God is with him.” 3Jesus answered him, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born again he cannot see the kingdom of God.” 4Nicodemus said to him, “How can a man be born when he is old? Can he enter a second time into his mother’s womb and be born?” 5Jesus answered, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born of water and the Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of God. 6That which is born of the flesh is flesh, and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit. 7Do not marvel that I said to you, ‘You must be born again.’ 8The wind blows where it wishes, and you hear its sound, but you do not know where it comes from or where it goes. So, it is with everyone who is born of the Spirit.”
	9Nicodemus said to him, “How can these things be?” 10Jesus answered him, “Are you the teacher of Israel and yet you do not understand these things? 11Truly, truly, I say to you, we speak of what we know, and bear witness to what we have seen, but you do not receive our testimony. 12If I have told you earthly things and you do not believe, how can you believe if I tell you heavenly things? 13No one has ascended into heaven except he who descended from heaven, the Son of Man. 14And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted up, 15that whoever believes in him may have eternal life.
	16“For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him should not perish but have eternal life. 17For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that the world might be saved through him.”

Moses made a bronze serpent and set it on a pole. And if a serpent bit anyone, he would look at the bronze serpent and live.
1Pe 3:18 For Christ also suffered once for sins, the righteous for the unrighteous, that he might bring us to God, being put to death in the flesh but made alive in the spirit.
1Pe 2:24 He himself bore our sins in his body on the tree, that we might die to sin and live to righteousness. By his wounds you have been healed.
Ro 6:3-5 Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? We were buried therefore with him by baptism into death, in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, we too might walk in newness of life. For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we shall certainly be united with him in a resurrection like his.
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Psalm	Psalm 121; antiphon: v. 8

1I lift up my eyes | to the hills.*
	From where does my | help come?
2My help comes | from the LORD,*
	who made | heaven and earth.
3He will not let your | foot be moved;*
	he who keeps you will not | slumber.
4Behold, he who keeps | Israel*
	will neither slum- | ber nor sleep.
5The LORD is your | keeper;*
	the LORD is your shade on your | right hand.
6The sun shall not strike | you by day,*
	nor the | moon by night.
7The LORD will keep you from all | evil;*
	he will | keep your life.
8The LORD will keep
your going out and your | coming in*
	from this time forth and for- | evermore.
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