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“For we hold that one is justified by faith apart from works of the law.” – v. 28
Lead In – As a young rambunctious grade schooler we were on occasion warned that if we continued to misbehave, we could be sent to a reform school. Even though that did not happen very often there were such places. And every once in a great while an unruly delinquent ended up there. It was rare. It sounded horrible. And it required more than simple, garden variety misbehavior. It was the result of criminal activity in an adolescent. I mention it because it was likely my first encounter with the word ‘reform’.
This morning, we are commemorating something called the Reformation with a capital R. So, the question before us is what exactly are we observing, and to what effect?
I. By Way of Definition, What is Reformation?
A. A working definition for our purposes…
B. We especially recall the Lutheran Reformation…
C. Important we understand reformation more broadly…
II. The Reformation Emphasized in Our Readings
A. In Revelation 14 an eternal gospel to proclaim…
B. In Psalm 46 the one sure refuge and fortress…
C. In Romans 3 relying on grace and not on our efforts…
D. In John 8 abiding in God’s Word to work faith…
III. Reforming Work of God in Reforming Us Today
A. Attentive listening to God’s Word…
B. Sharing Gospel through what we proclaim and teach…
C. Living in a manner that speaks well of the Gospel…
Final Word – Steven Covey, the author of Seven Habits of Highly Effective People, coined the phrase “The main thing is to keep the main thing the main thing. Whatever else Covey had in mind with the saying, it holds true to the Christian Faith. Think of the need for ongoing reformation as the constant need to make sure Jesus Christ and what He accomplished for us is at the center. Jesus died for our sins on the cross. And we receive the benefits of Jesus’ victory over sin, death, and the devil by faith, the faith God works in us through Word and Sacrament. Many things flow out from this hub. But think of reformation as being vigilant so that what flows out from the center does not become the hub. And when it does, we need to repent and return to Christ and His Gospel. Lord, have mercy and keep us steadfast in Your Word. Amen.
2Co 13:5 Examine yourselves, to see whether you are in the faith. Test yourselves. Or do you not realize this about yourselves, that Jesus Christ is in you?—unless indeed you fail to meet the test!
Re 14:6 Then I saw another angel flying directly overhead, with an eternal gospel to proclaim to those who dwell on earth, to every nation and tribe and language and people.
Ro 10:14-15 How then will they call on him in whom they have not believed? And how are they to believe in him of whom they have never heard? And how are they to hear without someone preaching? And how are they to preach unless they are sent? As it is written, “How beautiful are the feet of those who preach the good news!”

	[bookmark: 12]Romans 3:19-28  ESV
The Righteousness of God Through Faith
	19Now we know that whatever the law says it speaks to those who are under the law, so that every mouth may be stopped, and the whole world may be held accountable to God. 20For by works of the law no human being will be justified in his sight, since through the law comes knowledge of sin.
	21But now the righteousness of God has been manifested apart from the law, although the Law and the Prophets bear witness to it— 22the righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ for all who believe. For there is no distinction: 23for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, 24and are justified by his grace as a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, 25whom God put forward as a propitiation by his blood, to be received by faith. This was to show God’s righteousness, because in his divine forbearance he had passed over former sins. 26It was to show his righteousness at the present time, so that he might be just and the justifier of the one who has faith in Jesus.
	27Then what becomes of our boasting? It is excluded. By what kind of law? By a law of works? No, but by the law of faith. 28For we hold that one is justified by faith apart from works of the law.


Ps 46:1-3 God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble. Therefore we will not fear though the earth give way, though the mountains be moved into the heart of the sea, though its waters roar and foam, though the mountains tremble at its swelling.
Ep 2:8-9 For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God, not a result of works, so that no one may boast.
Jn 8:31-32 “If you abide in my word, you are truly my disciples, and you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free.”
Ps 46:10 “Be still, and know that I am God. I will be exalted among the nations, I will be exalted in the earth!”
Ja 1:22 But be doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving yourselves.
Ph 1:27 Only let your manner of life be worthy of the gospel of Christ, so that whether I come and see you or am absent, I may hear of you that you are standing firm in one spirit, with one mind striving side by side for the faith of the gospel.
1Jn 1:8-9 If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.
Ro 6:4 We were buried therefore with him by baptism into death, in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, we too might walk in newness of life.
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