John 4:5-15, 39-42

Promise: coming to Jesus results in the satisfaction of our deepest thrirst

Pastor Timothy A. Duesenberg

Exodus 17:1-7; Psalm 95:1-9; Romans 5:1-8; John 4:5-30, 39-42
(Third Sunday in Lent, 3/15/20)

Whoever drinks of the water that I will give him will never be
thirsty forever. – v. 14a
Lead In – Most of us, most of the time, have no idea what
real thirst is all about. We take drinking water for granted.
It is as close as the nearest tap, and there are facets all
over the place. Except for strenuous athletic activities or
neglect, few of us flirt with life-threatening dehydration.
And yet I think most of us know that we can’t live long
without water…
I. Much of the Biblical World is At Least Semi-Arid
A. When we read wilderness think desert…
B. Importance of rivers, springs, and wells…
C. Conservation as opposed to extravagance…
II. Jesus’ Encounter With a Thirsty Woman
A. Typical in Jn’s account she doesn’t understand…
B. Jesus moves form physical to spiritual thirst…
III. Two Old Testament Accounts Shedding Light
A. Water from rock in the wilderness wandering...
B. Trickle of water from temple in Ezekiel…
IV. Looking to Jesus For Only Fulfillment
A. For physical necessities as in Lord’s Prayer…
B. For deepest (spiritual) need: communion w life!
Parting Shot – Notice the role of the woman’s testimony.
It is rather brief on her encounter, but quick to come to the
point – “He told me all that I ever did.” They came and saw
for themselves! And even more powerfully they heard for
themselves.
Ex 17:1 All the congregation of the people of Israel moved on from
the wilderness of Sin by stages, according to the commandment of
the LORD, and camped at Rephidim, but there was no water for the
people to drink.
Jn 4:10-11 Jesus answered her, “If you knew the gift of God, and
who it is that is saying to you, ‘Give me a drink,’ you would have
asked him, and he would have given you living water.” 11The woman said to him, “Sir, you have nothing to draw water with, and the
well is deep. Where do you get that living water?
Jn 3:4 Nicodemus said to him, “How can a man be born when he is
old? Can he enter a second time into his mother’s womb and be
born?”
Ps 63:1 O God, you are my God; earnestly I seek you; my soul
thirsts for you; my flesh faints for you, as in a dry and weary land
where there is no water.
Ex 17:6 Behold, I will stand before you there on the rock at Horeb,
and you shall strike the rock, and water shall come out of it, and the
people will drink.” And Moses did so, in the sight of the elders of
Israel.

ESV
Jesus And the Woman of Samaria
5So he came to a town of Samaria called
Sychar, near the field that Jacob had given to his
son Joseph. 6Jacob’s well was there; so Jesus,
wearied as he was from his journey, was sitting
beside the well. It was about the sixth hour.
7There came a woman of Samaria to draw
water. Jesus said to her, “Give me a drink.” 8(For
his disciples had gone away into the city to buy
food.) 9The Samaritan woman said to him, “How
is it that you, a Jew, ask for a drink from me, a
woman of Samaria?” (For Jews have no dealings with Samaritans.) 10Jesus answered her, “If
you knew the gift of God, and who it is that is
saying to you, ‘Give me a drink,’ you would have
asked him, and he would have given you living
water.” 11The woman said to him, “Sir, you have
nothing to draw water with, and the well is deep.
Where do you get that living water? 12Are you
greater than our father Jacob? He gave us the
well and drank from it himself, as did his sons
and his livestock.” 13Jesus said to her, “Everyone
who drinks of this water will be thirsty again,
14but whoever drinks of the water that I will give
him will never be thirsty forever. The water that I
will give him will become in him a spring of water
welling up to eternal life.” 15The woman said to
him, “Sir, give me this water, so that I will not be
thirsty or have to come here to draw water.”
39Many Samaritans from that town believed in
him because of the woman’s testimony, “He told
me all that I ever did.” 40So when the Samaritans
came to him, they asked him to stay with them,
and he stayed there two days. 41And many more
believed because of his word. 42They said to the
woman, “It is no longer because of what you
said that we believe, for we have heard for
ourselves, and we know that this is indeed the
Savior of the world.”
1 Co 10:2-4 and all were baptized into Moses in
the cloud and in the sea, and all ate the same
spiritual food, and all drank the same spiritual
drink. For they drank from the spiritual Rock that
followed them, and the Rock was Christ.
Ez 47:1 Then he brought me back to the door of
the temple, and behold, water was issuing from
below the threshold of the temple toward the east
(for the temple faced east). The water was flowing
down from below the south end of the threshold of
the temple, south of the altar.
4th Petition: God gives daily bread, even without
our prayer, to all people, though sinful, but we ask
in this prayer that he will help us to realize this and
to receive our daily bread with thanks.
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