
 

 
 

Promise: the Light of Christ and His Word give us sight to see salvation 

Pastor Timothy A. Duesenberg 
Isaiah 42:14-21; Psalm 142; Ephesians 5:8-14; John 9:1-41 

(Fourth Sunday in Lent, 3/22/20) 

For judgment I came into this world, that those who do not see 
may see, and those who see may become blind. – v. 39 

Lead In – A number of years ago our family visited Mam-
moth Cave National Park in Kentucky. And as we were led 
on a tour of one of the winding cave systems, we came to 
a bit of an opening where we were able to gather in a 
rock-lined theatre. There, hundreds of feet beneath the 
surface, we were treated to a sense of total darkness, and 
the total inability to see… 

I. The Day Jesus Flipped the Switch On In a Big Way 

A. Is sin involved in blindness, and just how? 

B. Why the strange process for this healing? 

C. What must it be like to see physically for 1st time? 

II. What Others With Physical Sight Don’t See & Why 

A. Pharisees have discounted Jesus already… 

B. Danger when we think we have things figured out! 

C. The way Jesus talked can take breath away! 

III. Having Eyes to See And Ears to Hear 

A. Pride and preconceived notions blind us… 

B. Relying on God’s Word and His Spirit… to lead, empower 

C. It takes more than physical light and sight… 

Parting Shot – We need sleep. But we can become too 
comfortable in our sleep. And we can be tricked into think-
ing the only reality is the one of our own dreams and im-
aginations. And then a loud voice cries, “Rise, and shine! 
Daylight is burning!” And at the moment getting up is the 
one thing we may not want to do. But usually, once out of 
bed and a cup of coffee later… The Gospel Call is crying 
good and loud, Rise and Shine! And with the daylight of 
the Son of God and His Word our sight is restored… 

Jn 9:2-3 And his disciples asked him, “Rabbi, who sinned, this man 
or his parents, that he was born blind?” Jesus answered, “It was not 
that this man sinned, or his parents, but that the works of God might 
be displayed in him. (cf. Ro 8:20-22) 

Jn 9:6-7 Having said these things, he spat on the ground and made 
mud with the saliva. Then he anointed the man’s eyes with the mud 
and said to him, “Go, wash in the pool of Siloam” (which means 
Sent). So he went and washed and came back seeing. 

Jn 9:16 Some of the Pharisees said, “This man is not from God, for 
he does not keep the Sabbath.” 

Mt 5: “You have heard it said…, but I say to you!” 

Mt 12:8 For the Son of Man is lord of the Sabbath. (exceptions 
made, even in the OT, i.e. David and bread of presence) 

Mt 13:9 He who has ears, let him hear. 

Mt 13:14-15 Indeed, in their case the prophecy of Isaiah is fulfilled 
that says: “‘You will indeed hear but never understand, and you will 
indeed see but never perceive. For this people’s heart has grown 
dull, and with their ears they can barely hear, and their eyes they  

John 4:13-15, 24-25, 35-41  ESV 
Jesus Heals a Man Born Blind 

 13They brought to the Pharisees the man 
who had formerly been blind. 14Now it was 
a Sabbath day when Jesus made the mud 
and opened his eyes. 15So the Pharisees 
again asked him how he had received his 
sight. And he said to them, “He put mud on 
my eyes, and I washed, and I see.” 

 24So for the second time they called the 
man who had been blind and said to him, 
“Give glory to God. We know that this man 
is a sinner.” 25He answered, “Whether he is 
a sinner I do not know. One thing I do 
know, that though I was blind, now I see.”  

 35Jesus heard that they had cast him out, 
and having found him he said, “Do you 
believe in the Son of Man?” 36He an-
swered, “And who is he, sir, that I may 
believe in him?” 37Jesus said to him, “You 
have seen him, and it is he who is speaking 
to you.” 38He said, “Lord, I believe,” and he 
worshiped him. 39Jesus said, “For judgment 
I came into this world, that those who do 
not see may see, and those who see may 
become blind.” 40Some of the Pharisees 
near him heard these things, and said to 
him, “Are we also blind?” 41Jesus said to 
them, “If you were blind, you would have no 
guilt; but now that you say, ‘We see,’ your 
guilt remains. 

have closed, lest they should see with their eyes 
and hear with their ears and understand with their 
heart and turn, and I would heal them.’” (Is 6:10; cf 
Dt 29:4) 

Mt 13:16 But blessed are your eyes, for they see, 
and your ears, for they hear. 

1 Co 2:12 Now we have received not the spirit of 
the world, but the Spirit who is from God, that we 
might understand the things freely given us by 
God. 

I believe that I cannot by my own understanding or 
effort believe in Jesus Christ my Lord, or come to 
him. But the Holy Spirit has called me through the 
Gospel, enlightened me with his gifts, and sancti-
fied and kept me in true faith. … - Luther 

Tit 3:5 he saved us, not because of works done 
by us in righteousness, but according to his own 
mercy, by the washing of regeneration and re-
newal of the Holy Spirit, … 

Eph 5:8 for at one time you were darkness, but 
now you are light in the Lord. Walk as children of 
light 

Eph 5:14 for anything that becomes visible is 
light. Therefore it says, “Awake, O sleeper, and 
arise from the dead, and Christ will shine on you.” 
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