Hearing Results In Clean Speech

Promise: The Promised Holy Spirit Enables us to Hear God’s Word
Pastor Timothy A. Duesenberg
Isaiah 35:4-7a; Ps 146; James 2:1-10, 14-18; Mark 7:24-37
(Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost, 9/5/21)

Apnd bis ears were opened, his tongue was released, and he spoke
plainky. —v. 35
Lead In - The significance of being able to hear can be
underestimated and overlooked. Of our five senses, that of
sight, touch, smell, taste, and hearing, | think most of us
would least like to be without sight. Until we begin to lose
our hearing, 'm not sure we fully appreciate how important
this sense is. Hearing makes us a part of conversation. It is
an important way we share with one another. It helps us be
a part of community. It comforts, excites, motivates, and
moves us. It also effects how well we can speak...
I. Before We Hone In On Second Miracle in the Gospel
A. What do the exorcism and healing have in common?
B. They both take place in Gentile regions...
C. Miracle point beyond themselves to something...
Il. When Dealing With Miraculous Healings
A. Why are not all healed? Is it because of lack of faith?
B. Most important point is not immediate compassion...
C. The promises are consummated in the eschaton...
lll. The Miracle of Being Able to Hear
A. We may hear sound, but how about God's Word?
B. Deafness in the flesh apart from Holy Spirit. ..
C. Deafness by inattention and neglect...
Parting Shot — The Apostle Paul writes, “So faith comes
from hearing, and hearing the word of Christ.” When by
God's grace we are able to hear his Word we will have
something to say, and it will be without impediment. That is,
it will be a clear and a true word. It will be a word of how our
Savior died and rose for us to bring forgiveness. And this

forgiveness ensures healing both in the age to come, and
now in having our ears opened resulting in clear speech...

Mark 7:24-37 Esv

The Syrophoenician Woman's Faith

2And from there he arose and went away
to the region of Tyre and Sidon. And he en-
tered a house and did not want anyone to
know, vet he could not be hidden. 25But imme-
diately a woman whose little daughter was
possessed by an unclean spirit heard of him
and came and fell down at his feet. 2Now the
woman was a Gentile, a Syrophoenician by
birth. And she begged him to cast the demon
out of her daughter. 27And he said to her, “Let
the children be fed first, for it is not right to take
the children’s bread and throw it to the dogs.”
28But she answered him, “Yes, Lord; yet even
the dogs under the table eat the children’s
crumbs.” 2And he said to her, “For this state-
ment you may go your way; the demon has left
your daughter.” %And she went home and
found the child lying in bed and the demon
gone.

Jesus Heals a Deaf Man

31Then he returned from the region of Tyre
and went through Sidon to the Sea of Galilee,
in the region of the Decapolis. 32And they
brought to him a man who was deaf and had a
speech impediment, and they begged him to
lay his hand on him. 33And taking him aside
from the crowd privately, he put his fingers into
his ears, and after spitting touched his tongue.
3And looking up to heaven, he sighed and
said to him, “Ephphatha,” that is, “Be opened.”
35And his ears were opened, his tongue was
released, and he spoke plainly. 3And Jesus
charged them to tell no one. But the more he
charged them, the more zealously they pro-
claimed it. 37And they were astonished beyond
measure, saying, “He has done all things well.
He even makes the deaf hear and the mute
speak.”

Ps 51:15 O Lord, open my lips, and my mouth will declare your
praise.

Lk 4:18 The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has
anointed me to proclaim good news to the poor. He has sent me
to proclaim liberty to the captives and recovering of sight to the
blind, to set at liberty those who are oppressed.

Is 42:7 to open the eyes that are blind, to bring out the prisoners
from the dungeon, from the prison those who sit in darkness.

Is 35:5-6 Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, and the
ears of the deaf unstopped; then shall the lame man leap like a
deer, and the tongue of the mute sing for joy. For waters break
forth in the wilderness, and streams in the desert.

Jn 16:23 Whatever you ask of the Father in my name, he will give
it to you.

Mt 21:22 And whatever you ask in prayer, you will receive, if you
have faith.

He 11:13 These all died in faith, not having received the things

promised, but having seen them and greeted
them from afar, and having acknowledged that
they were strangers and exiles on the earth.

He 11:39-40 And all these, though commended
through their faith, did not receive what was
promised, since God had provided something
better for us, that apart from us they should not
be made perfect.

Mk 8:18 Having eyes do you not see, and hav-
ing ears do you not hear?

1Co 2:12 Now we have received not the spirit of
the world, but the Spirit who is from God, that
we might understand the things freely given us
by God.

Expl to 31 Comm: We are to fear and love God
so that we do not neglect His Word and the
preaching of it, but regard it as holy and gladly
hear and learn it.
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Psalm 146

'Hallelujah!
Praise the LORD, O my soul!*
| will praise the LORD
as long as | live;
I will sing praises to my God
while I have my being.

2Pyt not your trust in rulers,
nor in any child of earth,*
for there is no help in them.

%When they breathe their last,
they return to earth,*
and in that day their thoughts perish.

*Happy are they who

have the God of Jacob for their help,*
whose hope is in the LORD
their God,

who made heaven and earth, the seas,
and all that is in them;*
who keeps his promise forever;

®who gives justice to those
who are oppressed,*
and food to those who hunger.

"The LoRD sets the prisoners free;

the LORD opens the eyes of the blind;*
the LORD lifts up those
who are bowed down;

8the LoRD loves the righteous;

the LORD cares for the stranger;*
he sustains the orphan and widow,
but frustrates the way of the wicked.

*The Lorp shall reign forever,*
your God, O Zion,
throughout all generations.
Hallelujah!
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