	God’s Treasured Possession
Promise: We find great value in belonging to Christ
Pastor Timothy A. Duesenberg
Exodus 19:2-8; Psa 100; Romans 5:6-15; Matthew 9:35—10:20
(3rd Sunday after Pentecost, Pr. 6), 6/14/26
Now therefore, if you will indeed obey my voice and keep my covenant, you shall be my treasured possession among all peoples. – v. 5a
Lead In – God calls the children of Abraham His treasured possession. They are a treasured possession not because of who they are but because of whom they belong to. God chose them to be a kingdom of priests and a holy nation. That is, they were to be God’s intermediaries, His go-betweens, to all the nations. They were to mediate God’s steadfast love, grace, mercy, and salvation to all peoples.
I. The People of Israel Gathered Before the Mountain
A. Three months in on their 40 year journey…
B. The people are to be reminded of their salvation…
C. Obey or hear? Faith comes from hearing…
II. What Credit to Us Is Our Belonging to Christ?
A. According to Romans 5, we were weak…
B. We were ungodly…
C. We were sinners (dead in our trespasses)…
D. In fact we were God’s enemies…
III. Jesus’ Ministry to be Carried on by People of God
A. Jesus was teaching, proclaiming, healing…
B. The Twelve (yes 12) get the first trial run…
C. All disciples have a priesthood and are a holy nation…
Final Word – Oddly enough, our first job is to be good listeners. It is in attentive listening to God’s Word that the Word itself creates and nurtures faith which then shows itself in obedient trust. In such obedience we prove to be God’s treasured possession among all peoples. This so that they too can be drawn to the Light that is Christ, and thereby be spared from the righteous wrath of God on the last day. Amen.
Ro 10:17 So faith comes from hearing, and hearing through the word of Christ.
Ro 5:6 For while we were still weak, at the right time Christ died for the ungodly.
Ro 5:8 but God shows his love for us in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us.
Ro 6:23 For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.
Ep 2:1-2 And you were dead in the trespasses and sins 2 in which you once walked, following the course of this world, following the prince of the power of the air, the spirit that is now at work in the sons of disobedience.
Ep 2:4-5 But God, being rich in mercy, because of the great love with which he loved us, 5 even when we were dead in our trespasses, made us alive together with Christ—by grace you have been saved.

	[bookmark: 12]Exodus 19:2-8  ESV
Israel at Mount Sinai
	2[The people of Israel] set out from Rephidim and came into the wilderness of Sinai, and they encamped in the wilderness. There Israel encamped before the mountain, 3while Moses went up to God. The Lord called to him out of the mountain, saying, “Thus you shall say to the house of Jacob, and tell the people of Israel: 4You yourselves have seen what I did to the Egyptians, and how I bore you on eagles’ wings and brought you to myself. 5Now therefore, if you will indeed obey my voice and keep my covenant, you shall be my treasured possession among all peoples, for all the earth is mine; 6and you shall be to me a kingdom of priests and a holy nation. These are the words that you shall speak to the people of Israel.”
	7So Moses came and called the elders of the people and set before them all these words that the Lord had commanded him. 8All the people answered together and said, “All that the Lord has spoken we will do.” And Moses reported the words of the people to the Lord.




Ro 5:10 For if while we were enemies we were reconciled to God by the death of his Son, much more, now that we are reconciled, shall we be saved by his life.
1Ti 2:5 For there is one God, and there is one mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus.
Mt 9:35 And Jesus went throughout all the cities and villages, teaching in their synagogues and proclaiming the gospel of the kingdom and healing every disease and every affliction.
Mt 9:36 When he saw the crowds, he had compassion for them, because they were harassed and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd.
1Pe 2:9 But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for his own possession, that you may proclaim the excellencies of him who called you out of darkness into his marvelous light.
Mt 10:5-6 These twelve Jesus sent out, instructing them, “Go nowhere among the Gentiles and enter no town of the Samaritans, but go rather to the lost sheep of the house of Israel.
Mt 28:19-20 Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you. And behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age.
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Psalm	Psalm 100; antiphon: v. 5

1Make a joyful noise to the LORD, | all the earth!*
	2Serve the LORD with gladness!
	Come into his presence with | singing!
3Know that the LORD, | he is God!*
	It is he who made us, and we are his;
	we are his people, and the sheep of his | pasture.
4Enter his gates with thanksgiving,
and his | courts with praise!*
	Give thanks to him; | bless his name!
5For the LORD is good;
his steadfast love endures for- | ever,*
	and his faithfulness to all gener- | ations.
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