
 
 
 

Promise: Christ’s shares by faith His victory over the Devil 

Pastor Timothy A. Duesenberg 
Genesis 22:1-18; Ps 25:1-9; James 1:12-18; Mark 1:9-15 

(First Sunday in Lent, 2/21/21) 

Abraham said, “God will provide for himself the lamb for a 
burnt offering, my son.” So they went both of them together. 
– v. 8 

Lead In – Mark’s account, unlike Matthew and Luke’s, 
mentions no particular presentation of a temptation by the 
devil to our Lord Jesus. We are merely told that Jesus was 
in the wilderness (read desert) for forty days being tempted 
by Satan, and that the angels were ministering to Him. And 
although the other accounts tell of Jesus’ overcoming the 
temptations, we know that such victories were a prelude to 
the ultimate victory Jesus won over the devil on the Cross. 
Interestingly, we have a foreshadowing of this victory in our 
First Lesson this morning… 

I. Abraham Was Tested, Not Tempted, By God 

A. How do we know this testing was not a temptation? 

B. The significance of Moriah and the mountain… 

C. The significance of all sacrifices… 

II. Some Unusual Things Along the Way 

A. The promise to servants to return with the boy… 

B. Isaac is given the wood for the sacrifice to bear… 

C. In answer to Isaac’s inquiry concerning the sacrifice 

III. Ultimate Foreshadowing: A Ram Caught In Thicket 

A. Who do you suppose the Angel is? 

B. Head of male sheep caught in crown of thorns… 

C. Indeed the Lord does provide… 

Parting Shot – As the covenant promise to Abraham is 
renewed the words are spoken again, “that in your seed 
shall all the nations of the earth be blessed.” Blessed in-
deed! The particular offspring spoke on here is the Incarnate 
Son of God, our Lord Jesus. For He descended from Abra-
ham. When He overcame Satan’s temptations in the wilder-
ness, this was a prelude to His final victory over sin, death, 
and the devil which He won on the Cross. And Abraham’s 
trust in the Lord shows us how we receive the benefits of 
Christ’s benefits – trust in His promise and trust in his aton-
ing sacrifice for sins. 

1Pe 1:6-7 In this you rejoice, though now for a little while, if neces-
sary, you have been grieved by various trials, so that the tested 
genuineness of your faith—more precious than gold that perishes 
though it is tested by fire—may be found to result in praise and 
glory and honor at the revelation of Jesus Christ. 

Ja 1:13 Let no one say when he is tempted, “I am being tempted by 
God,” for God cannot be tempted with evil, and he himself tempts 
no one. 

Temptation = enticement to sin. Testing = opportunity to grow in 
trust and obedience. 

He 11:19 [Abraham] considered that God was able even to raise 
him from the dead, from which, figuratively speaking, he did receive 
him back. 

Genesis 22:1-18  ESV 
The Sacrifice of Isaac 

 1After these things God tested Abraham and said to him, 
“Abraham!” And he said, “Here am I.” 2He said, “Take your 
son, your only son Isaac, whom you love, and go to the land 
of Moriah, and offer him there as a burnt offering on one of the 
mountains of which I shall tell you.” 3So Abraham rose early in 
the morning, saddled his donkey, and took two of his young 
men with him, and his son Isaac. And he cut the wood for the 
burnt offering and arose and went to the place of which God 
had told him. 4On the third day Abraham lifted up his eyes and 
saw the place from afar. 5Then Abraham said to his young 
men, “Stay here with the donkey; I and the boy will go over 
there and worship and come again to you.” 6And Abraham 
took the wood of the burnt offering and laid it on Isaac his son. 
And he took in his hand the fire and the knife. So they went 
both of them together. 7And Isaac said to his father Abraham, 
“My father!” And he said, “Here am I, my son.” He said, “Be-
hold, the fire and the wood, but where is the lamb for a burnt 
offering?” 8Abraham said, “God will provide for himself the 
lamb for a burnt offering, my son.” So they went both of them 
together. 

 9When they came to the place of which God had told 
him, Abraham built the altar there and laid the wood in order 
and bound Isaac his son and laid him on the altar, on top of 
the wood. 10Then Abraham reached out his hand and took the 
knife to slaughter his son. 11But the angel of the LORD called to 
him from heaven and said, “Abraham, Abraham!” And he said, 
“Here am I.” 12He said, “Do not lay your hand on the boy or do 
anything to him, for now I know that you fear God, seeing you 
have not withheld your son, your only son, from me.” 13And 
Abraham lifted up his eyes and looked, and behold, behind 
him was a ram, caught in a thicket by his horns. And Abraham 
went and took the ram and offered it up as a burnt offering 
instead of his son. 14So Abraham called the name of that 
place, “The LORD will provide”; as it is said to this day, “On the 
mount of the LORD it shall be provided.” 

 15And the angel of the LORD called to Abraham a second 
time from heaven 16and said, “By myself I have sworn, de-
clares the LORD, because you have done this and have not 
withheld your son, your only son, 17I will surely bless you, and I 
will surely multiply your offspring as the stars of heaven and 
as the sand that is on the seashore. And your offspring shall 
possess the gate of his enemies, 18and in your offspring shall 
all the nations of the earth be blessed, because you have 
obeyed my voice.” 

Jn 19:16-17 So [Pilate] delivered him over to 
them to be crucified. and he went out, bearing 
his own cross, to the place called the place of a 
skull, which in Aramaic is called Golgotha. 

Mk 8:37 For what can a man give in return for 
his life? 

He 10:4 For it is impossible for the blood of bulls 
and goats to take away sins. 

He 10:11-12, 14 And every priest stands daily at 
his service, offering repeatedly the same sacri-
fices, which can never take away sins. But when 
Christ had offered for all time a single sacrifice 
for sins, he sat down at the right hand of God. ...  
For by a single offering he has perfected for all 
time those who are being sanctified. 

Ex 12:5 Your lamb shall be without blemish, a 
male a year old. You may take it from the sheep 
or from the goats. 

Jn 1:29 The next day he saw Jesus coming to-
ward him, and said, “Behold, the Lamb of God, 
who takes away the sin of the world!” 
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