	The Great Exchange
Promise: in exchange for our sin and death Christ gives us salvation
Pastor Timothy A. Duesenberg
Isaiah 63:7-14; Psalm 111; Galatians 4:4-7; Matthew 2:13-23
(First Sunday of Christmas), 12/28/25
An angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream and said, “Rise, take the child and his mother, and flee to Egypt, and remain there until I tell you, for Herod is about to search for the child, to destroy him.”– v. 13
Lead In – “Wake up, Daddy. We have to go,” the wife spoke to her husband as labor pains now regular were in earnest. They were expecting for the first time. Over the course of the nine months, he had been dreaming often of this day. He was going to be a daddy! They both already knew it was a little boy. They had decided on his name. And in his dreams the son-to-be father was picturing the boy’s first steps, playing catch with him, and teaching him to ride a bicycle. They were pleasant dreams.
	In our Gospel Reading another father of a newborn son was having dreams. And in one of those dreams he heard, “Wake up Joseph. You have to go!” This was the voice of the angel of the Lord. And this dream was anything but sweet…
I. Kings of the Earth Set Themselves Against the Lord
A. Joseph warned by an angel to flee from Herod…
B. The 4th day of Christmas: the slaughter of babies…
C. It wasn’t the season to be jolly…
II. Who For Us Men And Our Salvation Came Down
A. That we might be redeemed and receive adoption…
B. Our redemption makes our adoption possible…
C. The incredible great privilege of being God’s sons…
III. Understanding Salvation As a Great Exchange
A. What belongs to us in our miserable state…
B. Jesus takes what is ours , our sin and death…
C. And we receive what is Jesus’, His kingdom and…
Final Word – We read in Galatians 4:7, “So you are no longer a slave, but a son, and if a son, then an heir through God.” An heir is in line for an inheritance. And there is absolutely no greater inheritance than God’s kingdom. This is what we stand to inherit when Jesus returns, as He promised, at the end of the age. But joyfully, well before that day, Christ has already come to take our sin and death. He bore our sins and atoned for them on the cross. And with His resurrection and visible ascension we can be all the more certain that He will return in similar fashion and complete the exchange with us, which is nothing short of His kingdom, power, and glory. Amen.
Ps 2:1-3 Why do the nations rage and the peoples plot in vain? The kings of the earth set themselves, and the rulers take counsel together, against the Lord and against his Anointed, saying, “Let us burst their bonds apart and cast away their cords from us.”
Ga 4:4-5 But when the fullness of time had come, God sent forth his Son, born of woman, born under the law, to redeem those who were under the law, so that we might receive adoption as sons.
Ep 1:7 In him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the riches of his grace.”

	[bookmark: 12]Matthew 2:13-23  ESV
The Flight to Egypt
Herod Kills the Children
	13When [the wise men] had departed, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream and said, “Rise, take the child and his mother, and flee to Egypt, and remain there until I tell you, for Herod is about to search for the child, to destroy him.” 14And he rose and took the child and his mother by night and departed to Egypt 15and remained there until the death of Herod. This was to fulfill what the Lord had spoken by the prophet, “Out of Egypt I called my son.”
	16Then Herod, when he saw that he had been tricked by the wise men, became furious, and he sent and killed all the male children in Bethlehem and in all that region who were two years old or under, according to the time that he had ascertained from the wise men. 17Then was fulfilled what was spoken by the prophet Jeremiah:
18“A voice was heard in Ramah, weeping and loud lamentation, Rachel weeping for her children; she refused to be comforted, because they are no more.”
	19But when Herod died, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared in a dream to Joseph in Egypt, 20saying, “Rise, take the child and his mother and go to the land of Israel, for those who sought the child’s life are dead.” 21And he rose and took the child and his mother and went to the land of Israel. 22But when he heard that Archelaus was reigning over Judea in place of his father Herod, he was afraid to go there, and being warned in a dream he withdrew to the district of Galilee. 23And he went and lived in a city called Nazareth, that what was spoken by the prophets might be fulfilled: “He shall be called a Nazarene.”
Jn 3:3-5 Jesus answered him, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born again he cannot see the kingdom of God.” Nicodemus said to him, “How can a man be born when he is old? Can he enter a second time into his mother's womb and be born?” Jesus answered, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born of water and the Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of God.”
Ep 5:26 that [Christ] might sanctify [the Church], having cleansed her by the washing of water with the word.
Mt 16:25 For whoever would save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for my sake will find it.
Ro 8:16-17 The Spirit himself bears witness with our spirit that we are children of God, and if children, then heirs—heirs of God and fellow heirs with Christ, provided we suffer with him in order that we may also be glorified with him.
Ga 4:7 So you are no longer a slave, but a son, and if a son, then an heir through God.
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Psalm	Psalm 111; antiphon: v. 9a,b

1Praise the LORD!
I will give thanks to the LORD with my | whole heart,*
	in the company of the upright, in the congre- | gation.
2Great are the works | of the LORD,*
	studied by all who de- | light in them.
3Full of splendor and majesty | is his work,*
	and his righteousness endures for- | ever.
4He has caused his wondrous works to be re- | membered;*
	the LORD is gracious and | merciful.
5He provides food for those who | fear him;*
	he remembers his covenant for- | ever.
6He has shown his people the power | of his works,*
	in giving them the inheritance of the | nations.
7The works of his hands are faith- | ful and just;*
	all his precepts are | trustworthy;
8they are established forever and | ever,*
	to be performed with faithfulness and up- | rightness.
9He sent redemption to his people;
he has commanded his covenant for- | ever.*
	Holy and awesome | is his name!
10The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom;
all those who practice it have a good under- | standing.*
	His praise endures for- | ever!
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