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So when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was a delight to the eyes, and that the tree was to be desired to make one wise, she took of its fruit and ate, and she also gave some to her husband who was with her, and he ate. – v. 6
Lead In – In our typical cycle of handwringing and pontificating on the world's decline, we spend most of our energy pointing fingers. And we share lots of opinions on when and where it all began. Some trace its beginning to the Age of Enlightenment and the dawn of modernity with its philosophers and ideologues. Closer to our own time blame is variously placed on economic theories, the industrial revolution, feminism, the pill, the sexual revolution, abortion, and the extreme expression of personal freedom from all kinds of constraints and norms. Pick your poison. But before you do, I want you to consider what our Scripture Readings this morning have to say about the matter.
I. It Began in a Garden at the Dawn of Creation
A. Billy Joel’s 1989 hit “We Didn’t Start the Fire…
B. The devil in the form of a serpent tempted Eve…
C. Diabolic success in planting doubt in God’s goodness…
II. God’s Good Creation Corrupted by Sin
A. Distrust leads to a break in relationships…
B. Cursed is the ground because of Adam…
C. Warfare breaks out on planet earth…
III. In Our Lenten 40-Day Journey to the Cross of Christ
A. We reckon with our sin and its consequences…
B. In our shame God provided the covering for us…
C. And the promise and seed of our salvation declared…
Final Word – Where did it all go wrong? In our 40-day Lenten Journey to the Cross of Christ and our participation in it through Baptism, I must conclude that in Adam things have gone wrong in me! To be sure we have been victimized by the devil. But that does not get us off the hook. We bear responsibility for believing his lies, for doubting God’s goodness, for rebelling against God’s Word, and for playing God in ourselves and over others. This I confess is by my fault, by my own fault, by my own most grievous fault. But what great relief there is in Christ’s promise to forgive the sins of the repentant who look to Him. And that is the blessing that comes to me when I come to terms with the fact that things have gone wrong in me. Amen.
Ro 5:19 For as by the one man's disobedience the many were made sinners, so by the one man's obedience the many will be made righteous.
Ge 2:22-23 And the rib that the Lord God had taken from the man he made into a woman and brought her to the man. Then the man said, “This at last is bone of my bones and flesh of my flesh; she shall be called Woman, because she was taken out of Man.”
He 7:9-10 One might even say that Levi himself, who receives tithes, paid tithes through Abraham, for he was still in the loins of his ancestor when Melchizedek met him.
Re 12:9 And the great dragon was thrown down, that ancient serpent, who is called the devil and Satan, the deceiver of the whole world—he was thrown down to the earth, and his angels were thrown down with him.

	[bookmark: 12]Genesis 3:1-21  ESV
The Fall
	1Now the serpent was more crafty than any other beast of the field that the Lord God had made.
	He said to the woman, “Did God actually say, ‘You shall not eat of any tree in the garden’?” 2And the woman said to the serpent, “We may eat of the fruit of the trees in the garden, 3but God said, ‘You shall not eat of the fruit of the tree that is in the midst of the garden, neither shall you touch it, lest you die.’” 4But the serpent said to the woman, “You will not surely die. 5For God knows that when you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil.” 6So when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was a delight to the eyes, and that the tree was to be desired to make one wise, she took of its fruit and ate, and she also gave some to her husband who was with her, and he ate. 7Then the eyes of both were opened, and they knew that they were naked. And they sewed fig leaves together and made themselves loincloths.
	8And they heard the sound of the Lord God walking in the garden in the cool of the day, and the man and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the Lord God among the trees of the garden. 9But the Lord God called to the man and said to him, “Where are you?” 10And he said, “I heard the sound of you in the garden, and I was afraid, because I was naked, and I hid myself.” 11He said, “Who told you that you were naked? Have you eaten of the tree of which I commanded you not to eat?” 12The man said, “The woman whom you gave to be with me, she gave me fruit of the tree, and I ate.” 13Then the Lord God said to the woman, “What is this that you have done?” The woman said, “The serpent deceived me, and I ate.”
	14The Lord God said to the serpent, “Because you have done this, cursed are you above all livestock and above all beasts of the field; on your belly you shall go, and dust you shall eat all the days of your life. 15I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your offspring and her offspring; he shall bruise your head, and you shall bruise his heel.”
	16To the woman he said, “I will surely multiply your pain in childbearing; in pain you shall bring forth children. Your desire shall be for your husband, and he shall rule over you.”
	17And to Adam he said, “Because you have listened to the voice of your wife and have eaten of the tree of which I commanded you, ‘You shall not eat of it,’ cursed is the ground because of you; in pain you shall eat of it all the days of your life; 18thorns and thistles it shall bring forth for you; and you shall eat the plants of the field. 19By the sweat of your face you shall eat bread, till you return to the ground, for out of it you were taken; for you are dust, and to dust you shall return.”
	20The man called his wife’s name Eve, because she was the mother of all living. 21And the Lord God made for Adam and for his wife garments of skins and clothed them.
Ge 2:19-20 And the Lord God commanded the man, saying, “You may surely eat of every tree of the garden, but of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, for in the day that you eat of it you shall surely die.”
1Pe 5:8 Be sober-minded; be watchful. Your adversary the devil prowls around like a roaring lion, seeking someone to devour.
Ep 6:11 Put on the whole armor of God, that you may be able to stand against the schemes of the devil.
1Jn 1:9 If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.
Ga 3:27 For as many of you as were baptized into Christ have put on Christ.
Ro 8:22-23 For we know that the whole creation has been groaning together in the pains of childbirth until now. And not only the creation, but we ourselves … as we wait eagerly for adoption as sons, the redemption of our bodies.
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Psalm	Psalm 32:1–7; antiphon: v. 7a

1Blessèd is the one whose transgression is for- | given,*
	whose sin is | covered.
2Blessèd is the man against whom the LORD counts no in- | iquity,*
	and in whose spirit there is | no deceit.
3For when I kept silent, my bones wast- | ed away*
	through my groaning | all day long.
4For day and night your hand was heavy up- | on me;*
	my strength was dried up as by the heat of | summer.
5I acknowledged my sin to you,
and I did not cover my in- | iquity;*
	I said, “I will confess my transgressions to the LORD,”
	and you forgave the iniquity | of my sin.
6Therefore let everyone who is godly
offer prayer to you at a time when you | may be found;*
	surely in the rush of great waters,
	they shall not | reach him.
7You are a hiding place for me;
you preserve me from | trouble;*
	you surround me with shouts of de- | liverance.
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