	Home Sweet Home
Promise: Christ has prepared for us an eternal dwelling with Him
Pastor Timothy A. Duesenberg
Acts 6:1-9; 7:2a, 51-60; Psalm 146; 1 Peter 2:2-10; John 14:1-14
(Fifth Sunday of Easter), 5/3/26
In my Father’s house are many rooms. If it were not so, would I have told you that I go to prepare a place for you? – v. 2
Lead In – Home sweet home! It’s the kind of thing you say after you have been traveling, even if you greatly enjoyed the trip. There’s just something about returning back home, to your own bed, to the familiar surroundings, to the familiar routines, and to your family and friends. It’s good to be back home. Which reminds me of the John Denver song “Back Home Again”. The chorus goes, “Hey, it's good to be back home again Sometimes this old farm feels like a long lost friend Yes, and hey, it's good to be back home again.” The question I wish to pose this morning, do you know where your true home is, and are you longing to be there?
I. Dorothy In the Wizard of Oz Wanted to Be Back Home
A. The final scene, the ruby slippers, and the saying…
B. Dorothy and Toto had run away from her home…
C. Dorothy had a relentless desire to return home …
II. You Could Say That We Ran Away from Our Home
A. Our true home has always been dwelling with God…
B. Turned from God and sought after other dwellings…
C. An endless attempt to find ourselves at home…
III. Jesus Is the Way to Our True Home
A. To His followers, “Let not your hearts be troubled…”
B. KJV ‘mansions’ sounds exciting, but the emphasis is…
C. There is one way! And instead of ruby slippers…
Final Word – In the Wizard of Oz, Dorothy wanted to return to her home in Kansas, even before she landed in the Land of Oz. All of the wonder, enchantment, and endearing friendships she formed in the land did not dissuade her from returning home. Of course there was also danger in colorful Oz. There were the Wicked Witch of the West and the fearful Winged Monkeys. Dorothy certainly wished for safety from danger, but even apart from danger she wanted to be back home. Friends, our greatest danger is becoming too comfortable in this world and confusing it for our true home. Our taking advantage of Christ the Way, is dependent on our longing for our true dwelling, with God. One would hope that hardships, suffering, and our mortality might incline us to long for our true home. That we wish for home sweet home. Amen.
Ph 3:20 But our citizenship is in heaven, and from it we await a Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ.
Ge 2:8 And the Lord God planted a garden in Eden, in the east, and there he put the man whom he had formed.
Ge 3:8-9 And they heard the sound of the Lord God walking in the garden in the cool of the day, and the man and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the Lord God among the trees of the garden. 9 But the Lord God called to the man and said to him, “Where are you?”
Lk 15:12-13 And the younger of [the two sons] said to his father, ‘Father, give me the share of property that is coming to me.’ And he divided his property between them. 13 Not many days later, the younger son gathered all he had and took a journey into a far country, and there he squandered his property in reckless living.
	[bookmark: 12]John 14:1-14  ESV
The Fellowship of Believers
	1[Jesus said:] “Let not your hearts be troubled. Believe in God; believe also in me. 2In my Father’s house are many rooms. If it were not so, would I have told you that I go to prepare a place for you? 3And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and will take you to myself, that where I am you may be also. 4And you know the way to where I am going.” 5Thomas said to him, “Lord, we do not know where you are going. How can we know the way?” 6Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me. 7If you had known me, you would have known my Father also. From now on you do know him and have seen him.”
	8Philip said to him, “Lord, show us the Father, and it is enough for us.” 9Jesus said to him, “Have I been with you so long, and you still do not know me, Philip? Whoever has seen me has seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the Father’? 10Do you not believe that I am in the Father and the Father is in me? The words that I say to you I do not speak on my own authority, but the Father who dwells in me does his works. 11Believe me that I am in the Father and the Father is in me, or else believe on account of the works themselves.
	12“Truly, truly, I say to you, whoever believes in me will also do the works that I do; and greater works than these will he do, because I am going to the Father. 13Whatever you ask in my name, this I will do, that the Father may be glorified in the Son. 14If you ask me anything in my name, I will do it.”
Ge 3:4-5 But the serpent said to the woman, “You will not surely die. 5 For God knows that when you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil.”
1Jn 2:16-17 For all that is in the world—the desires of the flesh and the desires of the eyes and pride of life—is not from the Father but is from the world. 17 And the world is passing away along with its desires, but whoever does the will of God abides forever.
Our hearts are restless, O Lord, until they find their rest in Thee.
Is 1:16-18 Wash yourselves; make yourselves clean; remove the evil of your deeds from before my eyes; cease to do evil, 17learn to do good; seek justice, correct oppression; bring justice to the fatherless, plead the widow's cause. 18 “Come now, let us reason together, says the Lord: though your sins are like scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; though they are red like crimson, they shall become like wool.
Rv 7:14c They have washed their robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb.
Mt 28:19 Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
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Psalm	Psalm 146; antiphon: v. 2

1Praise | the LORD!*
	Praise the LORD, | O my soul!
2I will praise the LORD as long | as I live;*
	I will sing praises to my God while I have my | being.
3Put not your trust in | princes,*
	in a son of man, in whom there is no sal- | vation.
4When his breath departs he returns | to the earth;*
	on that very day his plans | perish.
5Blessèd is he whose help is the God of | Jacob,*
	whose hope is in the | LORD his God,
6who made heaven and earth,
the sea, and all that is | in them,*
	who keeps faith for- | ever;
7who executes justice for | the oppressed,*
	who gives food to the | hungry.
The LORD sets the prisoners free;
8the LORD opens the eyes | of the blind.*
	The LORD lifts up those who are bowed down;
	the LORD loves the | righteous.
9The LORD watches over the sojourners;
he upholds the widow and the | fatherless,*
	but the way of the wicked he brings to | ruin.
10The LORD will reign for- | ever,*
	your God, O Zion, to all generations. | Praise the LORD!
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