	No More Tears
Promise: that believers will finally once for all be delivered from evil 
Pastor Timothy A. Duesenberg
Revelation 7:2-17; Psalm 149; 1 John 3:1-3; Matthew 5:1-12
(All Saints’ Sunday), 11/3/24)
For the Lamb in the midst of the throne will be their shepherd, and he will guide them to springs of living water, and God will wipe away every tear from their eyes. – v. 17
Lead In – Dr. Robert Tobias, of blessed memory, was a part of the Lutheran Orthodox dialog that took place some decades ago. He shared an incident that happened in Easter Europe, I believe it was in Romania, in which he was walking with and Orthodox Priest. The Priest’s beautiful rural church surrounded by its cemetery was in view. And in the conversation, Dr. Tobias asked, “How many members does your congregation have?” After an uncomfortable pause Dr. Tobias was fearful his question might have been offensive. But he was taken by surprise when the Priest finally answered. “I can only give you a rough estimate. “I know how many active communicate members we have, and I know how many are buried in the cemetery, but I can only guess at the number of our members who have been buried elsewhere.” Dr. Tobias had a newfound appreciation of the Communion of Saints!
I. The Church Militant Has Been Sealed By God
A. The Ch Militant is given a comforting vision…
B. Sealed and marked to be delivered from evil…
C. Revelation’s use of symbolic numbers like 12 and 10…
II. Christ’s Blood Is the Basis for Our Hope
A. Oh, when the saints go marching in, O Lord I want…
B. White robes bleached in blood, the blood of the Lamb…
C. The washing of water with the Word, is being…
III. Our Hope of Living in a Restored Creation
A. Before the throne worshiping God…
B. They shall hunger and thirst no more…
C. Shepherded to living water, and wiping every tear…
Final Word – Speaking of tears. We have all shed tears over the death of loved ones. It is painful to say goodbye to them, even with the hope of being reunited again. Scripture would console us with the promise that nothing can separate us from the love of God and Christ Jesus. This helps. And it also helps to contemplate the vision of forgiven sinners washed by the blood of Jesus, gathered before the throne of God in heaven, in His sheltering presence, reunited with loved ones, and where we have access to living water. There every tear will be wiped away, for pain, sickness, and death will be no more!
Ep 4:30 And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, by whom you were sealed for the day of redemption.
Mt 19:28 Jesus said to them, “Truly, I say to you, in the new world, when the Son of Man will sit on his glorious throne, you who have followed me will also sit on twelve thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel.”
Ge 15:5 And he brought [Abram] outside and said, “Look toward heaven, and number the stars, if you are able to number them.” Then he said to him, “So shall your offspring be.”
He 11:12 Therefore from one man, and him as good as dead, were born descendants as many as the stars of heaven and as many as the innumerable grains of sand by the seashore.
Ga 3:7 Know then that it is those of faith who are the sons of Abraham.
Ro 4:16 That is why it depends on faith, in order that the promise may rest on grace and be guaranteed to all his offspring—not only to the adherent of the law but also
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A Great Multitude from Every Nation
	2 Then I saw another angel ascending from the rising of the sun, with the seal of the living God, and he called with a loud voice to the four angels who had been given power to harm earth and sea, 3 saying, “Do not harm the earth or the sea or the trees, until we have sealed the servants of our God on their foreheads.” 4 And I heard the number of the sealed, 144,000, sealed from every tribe of the sons of Israel: 5 12,000 from the tribe of Judah were sealed, 12,000 from the tribe of Reuben, 12,000 from the tribe of Gad, 6 12,000 from the tribe of Asher, 12,000 from the tribe of Naphtali, 12,000 from the tribe of Manasseh, 7 12,000 from the tribe of Simeon, 12,000 from the tribe of Levi, 12,000 from the tribe of Issachar, 8 12,000 from the tribe of Zebulun, 12,000 from the tribe of Joseph, 12,000 from the tribe of Benjamin were sealed.
	9 After this I looked, and behold, a great multitude that no one could number, from every nation, from all tribes and peoples and languages, standing before the throne and before the Lamb, clothed in white robes, with palm branches in their hands, 10 and crying out with a loud voice, “Salvation belongs to our God who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb!” 11 And all the angels were standing around the throne and around the elders and the four living creatures, and they fell on their faces before the throne and worshiped God, 12 saying, “Amen! Blessing and glory and wisdom and thanksgiving and honor and power and might be to our God forever and ever! Amen.”
	13 Then one of the elders addressed me, saying, “Who are these, clothed in white robes, and from where have they come?” 14 I said to him, “Sir, you know.” And he said to me, “These are the ones coming out of the great tribulation. They have washed their robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb. 15 “Therefore they are before the throne of God, and serve him day and night in his temple; and he who sits on the throne will shelter them with his presence. 16 They shall hunger no more, neither thirst anymore; the sun shall not strike them, nor any scorching heat. 17 For the Lamb in the midst of the throne will be their shepherd, and he will guide them to springs of living water, and God will wipe away every tear from their eyes.”
to the one who shares the faith of Abraham, who is the father of us all.
Jn 1:29 The next day he saw Jesus coming toward him, and said, “Behold, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world!”
Ep 5:26 [Christ] cleansed [His Bride, the church] by the washing of water with the word.
Jn 19:34 But one of the soldiers pierced his side with a spear, and at once there came out blood and water.
1Co 11:25 In the same way also he took the cup, after supper, saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my blood.”



