
 

 
 

Promise: from death will come life and the peaceable, flourishing kingdom 

Pastor Timothy A. Duesenberg 
Isaiah 11:1-10; Psalm 72:1-7; Romans 15:4-13; Matthew 3:1-12 

(Second Sunday in Advent, 12/8/19) 

There shall come forth a shoot from the stump of Jesse, and a 
branch from his roots shall bear fruit. – v. 1 

Lead In – Philip Yancey and Tim Stafford in their notes to 
the NIV Student Bible call the Prophet Isaiah the Shake-
speare of Hebrew literature. The New Testament quotes 
this prophet more than all the other prophets combined. 
No other biblical author can match his vocabulary and use 
of imagery. Our First Lesson this morning is a case in 
point. 

I. Uncanny Messianic Prophecies 

A. What’s the whole bit with the Messiah? 

B. David’s kingdom not yet shown the axe… 

II. What Are We To Make of The Imagery? 

A. Life will rise from death and destruction… 

B. The seed is in the roots… 

C. Why the mention of David’s father Jesse? 

III. And What Is The Delightful Promise? 

A. Image of prosperous united dynasty of David… 

B. Image of Garden of Eden before the fall… 

Parting Shot – In that day the root of Jesse will stand as 
a signal. What’s going on here? This is an image of how 
when the Messiah appears he will draw the people of the 
earth as a standard, emblem, or flag draws troops togeth-
er. And to those who are drawn and receive his overture… 

Messiah: Literally, “Anointed One”. In the OT kings, priests, and 
sometimes prophets received an anointing with oil to indicate their 
role and office in the community. But in time the term would be 
used in a special sense of a great prophet, and kingly figure from 
David’s family, anointed directly by God, and filled with His Spirit. 

Deut 18:15-18 The LORD your God will raise up for you a prophet 
like me from among you, from your brothers—it is to him you shall 
listen—just as you desired of the LORD your God at Horeb… And 
the LORD said to me … “I will raise up for them a prophet like you 
from among their brothers. And I will put my words in his mouth, 
and he shall speak to them all that I command him.” 

2 Sam 7:12-13 When your days are fulfilled and you lie down with 
your fathers, I will raise up your offspring after you, who shall come 
from your body, and I will establish his kingdom. He shall build a 
house for my name, and I will establish the throne of his kingdom 
forever. 

Isa 10:33-34 Behold, the Lord GOD of hosts will lop the boughs with 
terrifying power; the great in height will be hewn down, and the lofty 
will be brought low. He will cut down the thickets of the forest with 
an axe, and Lebanon will fall by the Majestic One. 

Isaiah 11:1-10  ESV 
The Righteous Reign of the Branch 

 1There shall come forth a shoot from the 
stump of Jesse, and a branch from his 
roots shall bear fruit. 2And the Spirit of the 
LORD shall rest upon him, the Spirit of wis-
dom and understanding, the Spirit of coun-
sel and might, the Spirit of knowledge and 
the fear of the LORD. 3And his delight shall 
be in the fear of the LORD. He shall not 
judge by what his eyes see, or decide 
disputes by what his ears hear, 4but with 
righteousness he shall judge the poor, and 
decide with equity for the meek of the 
earth; and he shall strike the earth with the 
rod of his mouth, and with the breath of his 
lips he shall kill the wicked. 5Righteousness 
shall be the belt of his waist, and faithful-
ness the belt of his loins. 6The wolf shall 
dwell with the lamb, and the leopard shall 
lie down with the young goat, and the calf 
and the lion and the fattened calf together; 
and a little child shall lead them. 7The cow 
and the bear shall graze; their young shall 
lie down together; and the lion shall eat 
straw like the ox. 8The nursing child shall 
play over the hole of the cobra, and the 
weaned child shall put his hand on the 
adder’s den. 9They shall not hurt or destroy 
in all my holy mountain; for the earth shall 
be full of the knowledge of the LORD as the 
waters cover the sea. 10In that day the root 
of Jesse, who shall stand as a signal for 
the peoples—of him shall the nations in-
quire, and his resting place shall be glori-
ous. 

Isa 6:13 And though a tenth remain in it, it will be 
burned again, like a terebinth or an oak, whose 
stump remains when it is felled.” The holy seed is 
its stump. 

Matt 1:1 The book of the genealogy of Jesus 
Christ, the son of David, the son of Abraham. 

Jer 30:9 But they shall serve the LORD their God 
and David their king, whom I will raise up for them. 

Ezek 34:23-24 And I will set up over them one 
shepherd, my servant David, and he shall feed 
them: he shall feed them and be their shepherd. 
And I, the LORD, will be their God, and my servant 
David shall be prince among them. I am the LORD; 
I have spoken. 
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