	Receiving Christ When He Comes Down
Promise: the gift of repentance prepares the way of Christ to us
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Isaiah 11:1-10; Psalm 72:1-7; Romans 15:4-13; Matthew 3:1-12
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“Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.”  – v. 1
Lead In – John the Baptist was a fiery preacher of repentance; there is no doubt about it. If we imagine him shouting, there is good reason to believe he shouted. If we believe he did not pull any punches, there is ample proof in our Gospel Reading that he did not mince words. “You brood of vipers,” he spoke to the religious leaders of the day. And he warned that in the failure of true repentance one could, like a dead tree, be cut down and thrown into the fire! Frightening stuff! But on this Second Sunday in Advent we don’t want to lose sight that above all else John the Baptist was the bearer of glad tidings. “The kingdom of heaven is at hand!” In the words of the first stanza of the Hymn of the Day: “On Jordan’s bank the Baptist’s cry  Announces that the Lord is nigh; Awake and hearken, for he brings  Glad tiding of the King of kings!”
I. The Voice That Helps Us In Our Preparations
A. When the king comes a royal highway is prepared…
B. We are to prepare the way, but we are unable…
C. Repentance clears the way to our hearts…
II. John’s Voice Was Augmented By His Life
A. The urgency is matched by his lifestyle…
B. By way of contrast not all who come are sincere…
III. The Double Edge Sword of the Lord’s Judgement
A. Indeed, a separating takes place…
B. You want to be gathered wheat in the barn…
C. Chaff will be burnt with unquenchable fire…
Final Word – Are you prepared to receive Christ when He comes down? Did you know for us He has already come down? Our incarnate Lord came down and suffered and died for our sins so that with repentant faith we might receive the forgiveness of sins along with life and salvation. Did you know that He continues to come down? He comes down in the preaching and teaching of His Word and in the administration of His Sacraments so that with repentant faith we might continue to receive the forgiveness of sins along with life and salvation. And did you know that He will come down when He returns at the end of this age so that with repentant faith we might be crowned with life and salvation in His everlasting Kingdom. So, the voice continues to cry this morning: “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.” And this so that we might receive Christ as He comes down! Amen.
HOD stnz 1 “On Jordan’s bank the Baptist’s cry / Announces that the Lord is nigh; / Awake and hearken, for he brings / Glad tidings of the King of kings!”
Is 40:3-5 The voice of one crying in the wilderness: “Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight.”
HOD stnz 2 “Then cleansed be every life from sin; / Make straight the way for God within, / And let us all our hearts prepare / For Christ to come and enter there.”


	[bookmark: 12]Matthew 3:1-12  ESV
John the Baptist Prepares the Way
	1In those days John the Baptist came preaching in the wilderness of Judea, 2“Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.” 3For this is he who was spoken of by the prophet Isaiah when he said,
“The voice of one crying in the wilderness: ‘Prepare the way of the Lord; make his paths straight.’”
4Now John wore a garment of camel’s hair and a leather belt around his waist, and his food was locusts and wild honey. 5Then Jerusalem and all Judea and all the region about the Jordan were going out to him, 6and they were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins.
	7But when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees coming for baptism, he said to them, “You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the wrath to come? 8Bear fruit in keeping with repentance. 9And do not presume to say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our father,’ for I tell you, God is able from these stones to raise up children for Abraham. 10Even now the axe is laid to the root of the trees. Every tree therefore that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire.
	11“I baptize you with water for repentance, but he who is coming after me is mightier than I, whose sandals I am not worthy to carry. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and with fire. 12His winnowing fork is in his hand, and he will clear his threshing floor and gather his wheat into the barn, but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.”








Collect: “Stir up our hearts, O Lord, to make ready the way of Your only-begotten Son.”
Ph 2:13 For it is God who works in you, both to will and to work for his good pleasure.
Ro 10:17 So faith comes from hearing, and hearing through the word of Christ.
Is 11:3-4 “[The Messiah] shall not judge by what his eyes see, or decide by what his ears hear, but with righteousness he shall judge the poor, and decide with equity for the meek of the earth.
Ps 72:2 May he judge your people with righteousness, and your poor with justice!
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Psalm	Psalm 72:1–7; antiphon: v. 18

1Give the king your justice, | O God,*
	and your righteousness to the | royal son!
2May he judge your people with | righteousness,*
	and your poor with | justice!
3Let the mountains bear prosperity for the | people,*
	and the hills, in | righteousness!
4May he defend the cause of the poor of the people,
give deliverance to the children of the | needy,*
	and crush the op- | pressor!
5May they fear you while the | sun endures,*
	and as long as the moon, throughout all gener- | ations!
6May he be like rain that falls on the | mown grass,*
	like showers that wa- | ter the earth!
7In his days may the righteous | flourish,*
	and peace abound, till the moon | be no more!
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