	Fiery Judgment Or Joyous Redemption?
Promise: The fullness of redemption is promised to baptized believers
Pastor Timothy A. Duesenberg
Malachi 4:1-6; Psalm 98; 2 Thessalonians 3:6-13; Luke 21:5-28
(23rd Sunday after Pentecost, Pr. 28), 11/16/25
But for you who fear my name, the sun of righteousness shall rise with healing in its wings. – v. 2
Lead In – It is fitting that the last chapter of the last Book of the Old Testament should speak about the Last Day, the Day of the Lord. And this as we approach the end of the church year. We are speaking of the day when our Lord Jesus will come again at the end of the age. He will come again to judge the living and the dead. The Prophet Malachi speaks of that Day both as a fiery blaze reducing things to cinders, and as a beautiful sunrise with healing in its wings. Which is it? And as the Day draws near, do you give it any thought? If you do, is it a joyful, thrilling thought? Is it an uneasy one? Or is it terrifying?
I. The Day Will Come Burning Like An Oven
A. Transitory things are reduced to ashes…
B. Modern aversion to hellfire and brimstone preaching…
C. What are the wicked that will be judged?
II. The Day the Sun of Righteousness Will Arise
A. The outcome for those who fear God’s name…
B. What’s with stomping down the wicked under foot?
C. God’s Word and Spirit have been long at work…
III. The Lord Sees to the Prep Work For Our Repentance
A. The Hebrew word here is “to turn”…
B. The way is prepared for the coming of Christ…
C. The intergenerational faith of the fathers…
Final Word – In his essay “The World’s Last Night” C.S. Lewis likened this age to a play. He writes that the time will come when the curtain comes down on the play and the author steps onto the stage. There will be no more time to respond positively to God’s grace in Christ. All that will have been decided on the world’s stage. The stage on which Christ acted decisively on the Cross on our behalf. How have we responded to this? Have we responded with repentant faith that God Himself has worked in us through His Word? Or in our arrogance will we remain defiant and unrepentant in unbelief? Is your end to burn to a crisp, or to bask in the glory of the Son SON? Turn to and trust in what Christ has done and won for you. Amen.
2Pe 3:10 But the day of the Lord will come like a thief, and then the heavens will pass away with a roar, and the heavenly bodies will be burned up and dissolved, and the earth and the works that are done on it will be exposed.
Mt 13:41-42 The Son of Man will send his angels, and they will gather out of his kingdom all causes of sin and all law-breakers, and throw them into the fiery furnace. In that place there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.
Ex 19:4 You yourselves have seen what I did to the Egyptians, and how I bore you on eagles' wings and brought you to myself. (cf. Is 40:31)
Mt 5:41 Love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you.
1Ti 2:4 [God our Savior] desires all people to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth.

	[bookmark: 12]Malachi 4:1-6  ESV
The Great Day of the Lord
	1 “For behold, the day is coming, burning like an oven, when all the arrogant and all evildoers will be stubble. The day that is coming shall set them ablaze, says the Lord of hosts, so that it will leave them neither root nor branch. 2But for you who fear my name, the sun of righteousness shall rise with healing in its wings. You shall go out leaping like calves from the stall. 3And you shall tread down the wicked, for they will be ashes under the soles of your feet, on the day when I act, says the Lord of hosts.
	4“Remember the law of my servant Moses, the statutes and just decrees that I commanded him at Horeb for all Israel.
	5“Behold, I will send you Elijah the prophet before the great and awesome day of the Lord comes. 6And he will turn the hearts of fathers to their children and the hearts of children to their fathers, lest I come and strike the land with a decree of utter destruction.”



Mt 11:13-14 For all the Prophets and the Law prophesied until John, and if you are willing to accept it, he is Elijah who is to come.
Mk 1:4-5 John appeared, baptizing in the wilderness and proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins. And all the country of Judea and all Jerusalem were going out to him and were being baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins.
Lk 1:16-17 And he will turn many of the children of Israel to the Lord their God, and he will go before him in the spirit and power of Elijah, to turn the hearts of the fathers to the children, and the disobedient to the wisdom of the just, to make ready for the Lord a people prepared.
Ep 6:4 Fathers, do not provoke your children to anger, but bring them up in the discipline and instruction of the Lord.
Ga 3:7-9 Know then that it is those of faith who are the sons of Abraham. And the Scripture, foreseeing that God would justify the Gentiles by faith, preached the gospel beforehand to Abraham, saying, “In you shall all the nations be blessed.” So then, those who are of faith are blessed along with Abraham, the man of faith.
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