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“Share in suffering as a good soldier of Christ Jesus.” – v. 3
Lead In – All of us experience suffering in this life. We don’t have to go looking for it. It will find us. There simply is no avoiding pain, distress and hardship. Eventually we die. But we can avoid certain undertakings and activities with the suffering that is unique to them. For instance, I could avoid bull riding in a rodeo to avoid a hard fall and being gored. And yet I still might trip and fall and get hit by a truck. There are sufferings that are unique to being a follower of Jesus Christ. The animosity in the world towards Christ can, and often does, get directed to His followers. And many people may choose to avoid the sufferings that are part of the turf in being a disciple of our Lord. But given the fact that we can’t avoid suffering in general, we need to consider why the Apostle Paul would actually encourage us to share in the sufferings attendant to being a good soldier of Christ Jesus. And in addition to holding up the example of a soldier in our Second Reading, Paul would also have us consider an athlete and a farmer.
I. Examples of Suffering In All Three Readings
A. Naomi and Ruth suffer great hardships…
B. Timothy has despaired over Paul’s hardships…
C. The lot of ten lepers and the one who returned…
II. Paul Is Writing From Prison Near End of Life
A. Paul’s resume of suffering
B. Be bold, stand firm, endure hardships
III. Consider the Soldier, the Athlete, the Farmer
A. The soldier takes orders, willing to engage the enemy…
B. The athlete trains, competes according to the rules…
C. The farmer invests in the future harvest by hard work…
IV. Sharing In the Benefits of Christ’s Suffering
Final Word – The Apostle Paul says that he has endured all the many hardships for two reasons. First, for the sake of leading many to salvation. And second, in order to live and reign with Christ. Here’s the rub for those who wish to avoid all suffering. You simply aren’t going to be able to. Your suffering and upcoming death are guaranteed. And there is torment beyond death that is eternal. So you can avoid suffering for Christ, but you can’t avoid suffering! But in being willing to subject yourself to suffering because you are trusting and following Christ, He has promised to be with you to bear it, and importantly, He has promised an end to all suffering. An end to it forever! An end to it as we live and reign with Him forever. Amen.
Ru 1:16b-17 For where you go I will go, and where you lodge I will lodge. Your people shall be my people, and your God my God. Where you die I will die, and there will I be buried. May the Lord do so to me and more also if anything but death parts me from you.
2Ti 4:6-7 For I am already being poured out as a drink offering, and the time of my departure has come. I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith.

	[bookmark: 12]2 Timothy 2:1-13  ESV
A Good Soldier of Christ Jesus
	1You then, my child, be strengthened by the grace that is in Christ Jesus, 2and what you have heard from me in the presence of many witnesses entrust to faithful men who will be able to teach others also. 3Share in suffering as a good soldier of Christ Jesus. 4No soldier gets entangled in civilian pursuits, since his aim is to please the one who enlisted him. 5An athlete is not crowned unless he competes according to the rules. 6It is the hard-working farmer who ought to have the first share of the crops. 7Think over what I say, for the Lord will give you understanding in everything.
	8Remember Jesus Christ, risen from the dead, the offspring of David, as preached in my gospel, 9for which I am suffering, bound with chains as a criminal. But the word of God is not bound! 10Therefore I endure everything for the sake of the elect, that they also may obtain the salvation that is in Christ Jesus with eternal glory. 11The saying is trustworthy, for:
	If we have died with him, we will also live with him; 12if we endure, we will also reign with him; if we deny him, he also will deny us; 13if we are faithless, he remains faithful—
for he cannot deny himself.








2Co 4:24-29 Five times I received at the hands of the Jews the forty lashes less one. Three times I was beaten with rods. Once I was stoned. Three times I was shipwrecked; a night and a day I was adrift at sea; on frequent journeys, in danger from rivers, danger from robbers, danger from my own people, danger from Gentiles, danger in the city, danger in the wilderness, danger at sea, danger from false brothers; in toil and hardship, through many a sleepless night, in hunger and thirst, often without food, in cold and exposure. And, apart from other things, there is the daily pressure on me of my anxiety for all the churches. Who is weak, and I am not weak? Who is made to fall, and I am not indignant?
2Ti 4:8 Henceforth there is laid up for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, will award to me on that day, and not only to me but also to all who have loved his appearing.
2Ti 4:18 The Lord will rescue me from every evil deed and bring me safely into his heavenly kingdom. To him be the glory forever and ever. Amen.
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